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If Winter Comes 
(A PRAYER) 


Almighty God, we thank Thee that we live in a world warmed 
and lighted by Thy love. Thy love is everywhere, and in it we live 
and move and have our being. With the sun Thou dost light and 
warm our earthly dwelling-place. and when winter comes Thou dost 
send us light and warmth from the stored up sunbeams of bygone 
centuries laid in the earth ages ago when Thou wast preparing the 
world for the coming of Thy children. 


At times, too, winter comes to our hearts, and then we realize how 
Thou dost bless us with riches of grace coming to us from the 
past, laid up for us by those who have gone before us in the way 
of salvation, prophets, saints, martyrs, godly parents, and consecrated 
pastors. In this heritage of love we light our pathway and warm 
our hearts, and chill and dark days yield their harvests to us and 
to Thee. 


So may Thy love keep us and guide us forever. Amen. 


—Appison H. Grorr, 


Is There a Better Way? 


I am well aware that there are still in all 
countries some people who profess to have no 
belief in the efficacy of the League of Nations to 
prevent another devastating war. I would ask 
those people to think a little deeper and to reflect, 
first, that the way to prevent war is not by some 
sudden violent action at the eleventh hour, but 
by the gradual and steady formation of habits 
of international co-operation and mutual trust; 
and, secondly, to ask themselves, if they mistrust 
the League, what possible alternative they have 
for establishing peace and rebuilding world pros- 
perity—The Prince of Wales. 


THE THREE M’S CLASS, GRACE CHURCH, JEANNETTE, PA. 


The Rev. Ralph S. Weiler, Pastor 


(See Article in this issue) 
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ONE BOOK A WEEK 


A SYMPOSIUM ON MARRIAGE AND 
DIVORCE 


The Presbyterian General Assembly’s 
Commission on Marriage, Divorce and Re- 
marriage has gone beyond the conventional 
course of Commissions and in addition to 
studying the problem assigned to it and 
issuing a formal report, has called upon 
twenty-four of the most outstanding au- 
thors, philosophers, teachers, clergymen and 
scientists to furnish an article each on 
marriage and divorce, with the result that 
the Commission has given us one of the 
most challenging and instructive books on 
this vital problem that has appeared for 
a generation: “Twenty-four Views of Mar- 
riage,” edited by Clarence H. Spaulding, 
D.D., a member of the Commission (The 
Macmillan Company). 

The Commission has done the wise—and 
perhaps the courageous thing—in seeking 
to include every point of view. Here are 
articles which uphold the Christian View 
of Marriage and those which deliberately 
attack it—articles by Bertrand Russell and 
Ellen Key. There is represented every 
phase of opinion between the two ex- 
tremes. The Commission justifies this and 
rightly, on the ground that the reader 
ought to have the problem of human rela- 
tions presented to him from the angle not 
only of the conservative, but also of the 
liberal, and even radical. Of course, as 
the Commission points out, in doing this 
they have presented many ideas and points 
of view to which they cannot subscribe. 
The only point of view I miss is the Cath- 
olie. I wish the Commission had included 
articles by two or three outstanding Cath- 
olies—such men as Gilbert K. Chesterton, 
Dr. J. I. Walsh and Father Martindale, of 
London, No symposium on marriage and 
divorce is quite complete without the point 
of view held by 350,000,000 Christians, and 
their point of view is of special significance 
just now that a large section of the Angl- 
ican Communion is moving toward it. (I 


HARVEST HOME SERVICE AT YUNG- 
SUI, HUNAN, CHINA 


The day set for the service this year was 
Sunday, October 5. This brought it very 
near to the Chinese Fall Festival. A pre- 
liminary service was held in Truxal Chapel 
on Saturday evening. Four enquirers from 
about ten miles in the country arrived in 
time to have supper with the writers. 
Three more from the same village arrived 
in time on Sunday morning for breakfast. 
Though cloudy, the weather was ideal since 
the temperature was neither hot nor chilly. 
Christians and enquirers from four other 
villages arrived, each bringing a little con- 
tribution of the year’s harvesting. A long 
table was set out in front of the platform 
in Mt. Olivet Chapel but a couple benches 
had to be added to hold the fruits and 
grains. Against the wall on one side of 
the platform stood several stalks of sugar 
cane, while on the other side were several 
stalks of sunflowers. A large red pepper 
stalk with red and green peppers stood at 
one end of the table. There was real 
variety in the display—two big heads of 
sunflowers, about thirty pomoloes, rice, 
three kinds of pears, nice big red juicy 
persimmons, both yellow and white shelled 
corn, a plate of steamed cakes with sugar 
inside, vegetables called “ku-gwa,’ mean- 
ing bitter pumpkin, a large Chinese winter 
pumpkin, oné large flat pie pumpkin, a 
basket of freshly dug sweet potatoes, four 
kinds of green vegetables, ripe red pome- 
granates, several vases of marigold flow- 
small box of candy, a package of 
sweets, a grain something like a small pea 


ers, 


would have also included in the symposium 
an article by an outstanding Anglo-Cath- 
olic, say Bishop Gore). But, apart from 
this lack, we have in this book a ecollec- 
tion of opinion whose value cannot be over- 
estimated. A volume on marriage and 
divorce which includes articles by such 
outstanding leaders of the world’s thought 
as—to mention only a few of the writers— 
Toyohiko Kagawa, Bertrand Russell, Dr. 
Joseph Fort Newton, Maude Royden, Gil- 
bert Murray, Count Herbert Keyserling, 
George Sherwood Eddy, Henry Frederick 
Cope, Judge Benjamin B. Lindsey, Joseph 
Collins, M.D., Walter Lippman, Ellen Key, 
Sir Arthur Newsholme, as well as the re- 
ports of the British Social Hygiene Council 
on Continence, the Federal Council’s Com- 
mission on Marriage and the Home, and 
the Episcopal Commission on Divorce, just 
simply cannot be ignored by any student 
cof human relations or anyone who has the 
preservation of the home at heart. 

The first reading of these articles may 
cause great depression. One realizes, as 
perhaps never before, how seriously the 
very foundations of the home are being 
threatened and shaken. He will feel the 
seriousness of the problem as never before. 
He will be surprised to find how many 
serious thinkers are questioning the age- 
long Christian conception of marriage and 
its finality as an institution. (After all, 
those who are attacking the Christian view 
of marriage in books are not doing any- 
where nearly as much to undermine it as 
the thousands of Christians who are prac- 
tising divorce on the flimsiest pretexts). 
He will be alarmed at the rapid increase of 
divorcees until divorces are creeping up to 
mateh the marriages. If it goes on, there 
will be one divorce for every marriage. 
We inveigh with horror against free love, 
but we are beginning to practise it, for 
if we can marry with no intention of con- 
tinuing the marriage beyond the whim of 
the partners, and if divorce can be had 
for the asking, what is the difference he- 
tween marriage and free love? We shud- 
der at the thought of polygamy, but what 
is the difference between having several 
wives at once and having a succession of 
them by frequent divorce? There is such 


but called ludu, a kind of vegetable be- 
tween a sweet potato and an Irish potato 
called Yang Sao, two plates of water- 
chestnuts, and a small dish full of copper 
coins. Here and there paper flowers had 
been added to the display and two large 
paper dolls stood at the rear viewing the 
contributions. On the higher platform 
were several potted plants and a couple 
more bouquets. A number of small Con- 
quest flags completed the decorations. The 
Church was well filled at the service. A 
group of boys took part singing a hymn. 
Mr. Meng spoke of the significance and 
meaning of the Day, emphasizing that we 
should give thanks to God and not to idols. 
Observance of the Holy Communion 
brought the morning service to a close. 


The Chinese Fall Festival, which comes 
on the fifteenth of the eighth ‘Chinese 
month, fell on Monday, October sixth this 
year. This festival has sort of a Harvest 
Home or Thanksgiving idea. With it is 
coupled the idea of the worship of the 
Moon. The day is usually one of feasting 
in the family yet often relatives are in- 
vited as guests to the feast. In some 
districts people are very fond of having 
duck to serve at this feast. Some make 
the pounded rice flour into round cakes. 
Big and little cakes are made of wheat 
flour and lard covered with sesame seed. 
On these, characters are written in colors 
or pictures of flowers are drawn. These 
cakes are supposed to be eaten only by 
the children. In places cakes are made of 
molasses and puffed rice. The worship of 
the moon takes place about nine o’clock 
at night. There was a lovely bright moon 
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a thing as “tandem polygamy” and more 
and more Americans are practising it. 

Yet, as one reads, he cannot help feeling 
that even the most radical of these writers 
is seriously trying to solve the problem. 
They feel that the conventional marriage 
system has broken down and cannot be 
repaired, The true home life is gone and 
cannot be rehabilitated. 

Believing this, they are offering some- 
thing which they think will save the home. 
Most of us believe that what they are 
offering will destroy the last vestige of the 
home, but no one can doubt their sincerity. 
But sometimes one is inclined to think 
that the only alternative to their theories 
is the Catholic conception of marriage as 
a sacrament, inviolable, sacred, eternal. 
May it be that, after all, the Catholic 
Church is going to save Christian mar- 
riage and the home for us? 

My space is gone and I have room for 
only two observations. The first, which 
runs all through the book, is this: that 
divorce is not going to be checked so much 
by legislation by Church or State, as by 
educating youth to a conception of mar- 
riage as a solemn, holy thing not to be 
entered into lightly and not to be sought 
purely as a means of increased happiness 
and gratification of desire, but as an un- 
selfish partnership for making a beautiful 
home, doing beautiful work for humanity 
together, adding to each other’s happiness 
and usefulness and, above all, to procreate 
children, in the rearing of which they 
shall not only bless the world but find their 
own souls. Until young people look upon 
marriage in this light, there is not much 
hope. 

The other observation is that several 
utterances in the book corroborate the evi- 
dence of most judges presiding at divorcee 
courts, namely, that there is little problem 
of divorce when both parties are practis- 
ing an active Christian life. It begins 
when only one party to the marriage is 
actively Christian. It reaches its present 
proportion when neither party is Christian. 
For then marriage is only pagan, and di- 
vorce naturally goes with it. 


Frederick Lynch. 


this year at that time. Firecrackers are 
set off, a small table is placed outside the 
front door and on the table are the round 
cakes, tea, other sweets and perhaps fruit. 
After the presentation to the moon the 
family enjoy eating the offering. Many 
families are very zealous in their worship 
of the moon, while others pay no attention 
to that part of the festival. Here at 
Yungsui there was an old custom which 
has largely fallen into disuse. On that 
night a friend of a childless family stole 


_a pumpkin from some garden and pre- 


sented it to the couple desiring a son. It 
was supposed to insure the arrival of a son, 
Now, instead of the above; the childless 
ones, on that night, pound on an old gourd 
or a hollow piece of wood, thus imploring 
the gods to send a son. 


This year the people of Yungsui had a 
special attraction on the night of the Fall 
Festival. The officials who have been 
bleeding the people through their daily 
gambling scheme, opened the so-called 
Public Park to the citizens. An open air 
theatrical performance was staged and the 
grounds lighted with many designs of pa- 
per lanterns in which were candles. Thou- 
sands of people went to the park and they 
reported that the crowd was so great that 
no one had any satisfaction in seeing or 
hearing. How these surging crowds im- 
press one with the truth of Christ’s words, 
“As sheep without a shepherd.” Pray that 
they might seek the truth and salvation 
with as much zeal as they seek pleasure. 


W. H. 
October 15, 1930 — 
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BUILDING THE GREAT CHURCH 


Allan Knight Chalmers, the new minister of the Broad- 
way Tabernacle, New York, recently gave this definition of 
“a Great Church”: “It is a Church, regardless of its num- 
bers (it may be large or small) which helps the individuals 
who compose it in their individual and societal relationships, 
to grow constantly in the ability to see and the power to 
walk a Christlike way of life.” It is undoubtedly true, as 
he suggests, that many who want to build a great Church 
are interested primarily in organization, in methods of re- 
cruiting, in keeping people busy, in giving them something 
to do, when we ought to be concerned not primarily in 
building an institution, but in creating a fellowship (a “‘fel- 
lowship as narrow as truth, as wide as all mankind.”) The 
Church of the living God has necessarily been built out of 
very imperfect and unreliable human material. If it were 
intended for perfect people, it would be of all adventures 
most useless—for there are no perfect people. But the men 
and women of the common day may become “workers to- 
gether with God,” and little by little those who are a part 
of this blessed fellowship achieve “‘the ability to see and the 
power to walk” the way of Jesus. 


Mr. Chalmers lists as the three dangerous tendencies of 
the modern Church activity, statistics and popularity, One 
of the great fallacies, he says, is the notion that “a busy 
Church is a happy Church.”” Just to be doing something 
or saying something every minute, whether or not it is 
worth doing and saying—that is the ideal of many a hectic 
worker, who helps to afflict the Church with high blood 
pressure. The sentiment seems to be, “If you haven't got 
anything to say, say something anyhow.” Breathing spells 
for meditation, devotion and soul-growth, these efficiency 
engineers seem to think,? will be misinterpreted as stagna- 
tion and sterility. Therefore keep moving, at all costs. 


Mr. Chalmers refers to statistics as “the fatty degenera- 
tion of the modern Church” and avers they are as plenti- 
ful as bacteria and as dangerous to the weak spirit as strep- 
tococci to an infected finger. Alas, “to get people to join 
the Church is one of the easiest things to do”—if first of 
all you fail to get them to join Christ, and try to make re- 
ligion cheap in order to make it attractive. He is everlast- 
ingly right in his insistence that we should go after not 
merely the bodies, the pocket-books, or the spare time of 


the multitudes; no, we should by all means get them, their 
lives, their attitudes, their consecrated determination to 
bring their way of life into line with Christ’s way. 

Then, finally, a safe respectability constitutes perhaps the 
greatest menace of all. Ibsen once remarked that “the 
greatest enemies of the people are those who hold the safety 
of its institutions above the principles of those institutions.” 
As the prophets of God will inevitably interfere with the 
profits of men, with their prerogatives, plans and prejudices, 
the faithful followers of Christ may be increasingly com- 
pelled to risk the loss of reputation if they declare the whole 
counsel of God in facing “the age-old problems of War, 
Race, and Industry, and the newer problems of Power and 
Leisure.” This is the greatest, the most venturesome and 
heroic undertaking in which the men and women of our 
generation can engage, to assist in building the “great 
Church,” the holy fellowship of earnest, serving, sacrificial 
lives which continues to show people how to live according 
to Christ's way and thus increasingly ‘‘makes the cities of 
men to become the City of God.” 

* * * 


A RELIGIOUS MISTAKE 


A great many people are trying to live a good moral life 
in order to win the great prize of eternal life. This is a 
fruitless endeavor, a man made self-righteous (filthy rag) 
plan, not God’s plan. It is impossible for any human being 
to live. righteous and holy enough to inherit eternal life. 
“None are righteous, no not one.” ‘Man is as prone to 
sin as sparks to fly upward.” “All have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God.” 

We must “work out our own salvation with fear and 
trembling.’ But work according to God’s plan. “God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth on Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” He gave His son to suffer and die on 
the cross in our room and stead, to atone for our sins. 


“The soul that sinneth, it must surely die.” (Christ died 
for us.) ‘Without the shedding of blood there is no remis- 
sion of sin.” Christ shed His blood for the remission of 
our sins. When we, helpless, hopeless, lost sinners, realize 
both our condition, God’s great love for us, and what great 
things He has done and is doing for us, we will learn to love 
Him. 
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When we get the love of God into our hearts we will try 
to serve and please Him and be more like Him. We will 
try to live a godly life because we love God and godliness, 
not simply to win eternal life. That is God’s gift. 

“The gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.” If we love Him we will serve Him for love’s 
sake. “If ye love Me ye will keep My sayings.” If we 
do not accept the atonement, our good works will be with- 
out faith and avail nothing. Likewise, if we accept the 
atonement and do not love and serve God, not showing 
forth works meet for repentance, we are guilty of faith 
without works, which availeth nothing. Salvation is ours 
when we confess our helplessness, accept the atonement 
made once for all, and learn to love and serve God, confess- 
ing and forsaking our sins and doing works meet for re- 
pentance. It can not be obtained by good works alone. 

—Jupson LITTLE. 
pec eee 


THE “CRIME OF CRIMES” 


All honor to our brethren of the General Conference 
Commission of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for 
their courageous and uncompromising testimony against a 
heinous sin to which that portion of our country is particu- 
larly prone, a sin so terrible that it cries out to Heaven 
against all who are in complicity with it. With the red- 
blooded leadership of the pastors and people of the Chris- 
tian Churches our country must be cleansed of this crimson 
stain upon our honor, this awful reproach against the vital- 
ity and effectiveness of our religion. The statement of our 
Methodist brethren is as follows: 

“Year after year our Church, through its various Con- 
ferences and other official groups, has voiced the severest 
‘condemnation of lynching, as a sin against God and a crime 
against society. Yet lynchings have gone on, to the world- 
wide discredit of our boasted civilization and our most 
sacred professions of faith. Just now we are in the midst 
of a peculiarly depressing resurgence of this type of crime. 
It appears obvious that the solemn warnings of the Church 
on this subject have not been taken seriously, due in no 
small measure, we fear, to the failure of religious leaders 
themselves to bring them seriously to the attention of the 
people. We therefore appeal afresh to every pastor in our 
connection to cry aloud against this ‘crime of crimes’ until 
every community is determined that it must be ended once 
for all. 

“Tt is obvious, also, that in many cases officers under 
oath to uphold the law have weakly or willingly yielded to 
the mob, thus becoming equally guilty with the actual lynch- 
ers themselves. Such officials should be made to feel the 
full weight of public execration, and if possible to answer 
legally for their breach of public trust.” 

* * * 


A SPIRITUAL TRAGEDY 


The present day diminution of the Church’s missionary 
giving is enacting a spiritual tragedy. And here is the deep 
tragedy of the situation—our Mission Boards are retrench- 
ing or marking time when the needs of the world call for 
a great Christian advance. 

In this presence how challenging are the courageous 
words of Mr. Samuel Mather, citizen and philanthropist, 
spoken at the opening of the Cleveland Community Fund 
Campaign for $4,650,000 and an additional. special emer- 
gency appeal for $750,000. He said: “The worldwide busi- 
ness depression which is resulting in cessation or great 
diminution of dividends and income and in widespread un- 
employment seems to be greeted as an opportunity for ser- 
zice rather than a cause for discouragement or despair.” 
That is the reasoning of spiritual statesmanship and is a 
challenge to the Church as she faces the present situation 
in the enterprises of the Kingdom. 

St. Paul reminds the reluctant Corinthians and us of the 
surprising generosity of the Macedonian Christians whose 
“Soy overflowed their affliction and whose liberality over- 
flowed their deep poverty.” Unreserved consecration of 
self issued in unconstrained liberality of substance. Mate- 
rial depression did not deter but rather accentuated their 
spiritual exaltation, which found practical expression in 
support of the “gracious enterprise.” 


When the Church follows the logic of that spiritual 
reasoning, she will change depression into opportunity, 
crisis into challenge and defeat into victory. That is the 
logic of the Kingdom. J. C. Hornine. 

* ** * 


INSPIRE FAITH, NOT DOUBTS 


You may recall the story of the old colored preacher who 
said, after announcing his text: ‘Dis here sermon nacher- 
ally divides itself into three parts: first, what am not in de 
text; second, what am in de text; and third, de rousements. 
However, owing to de lateness of de hour, I’se agoin’ to 
omit de first and second, and confine myself to de rouse- 
ments.” That was a better method, however, than if he had 
confined himself to the first part of his celebrated division 
and just pointed out “what am not in de text.” It is an all 
too common practice of some preachers to spend so much 
time in constructing a negative and sombre background for 
their theme that little if any time is left for fortifying 
the faith of their hearers in the glorious truths of the gospel. 
We heard a 30 minute sermon recently in which 28 or 29 
minutes were consumed in pointing out what the text did 
not mean. 

The Editor of The Baptist tells of an old professor in 
college who gave a one-year course to Seniors in “Evidences 
of Christianity.” It was his custom to take the first sem- 
ester to present the arguments against Christianity and the 
second semester to demolish these arguments and give the 
evidences favorable to a Christian view of life. But the 
editor says that as the old man increased in years, his men- 
tal processes grew slower, so that “it took both semesters 


to conclude the arguments against Christianity and no time . 


was left for the argument for faith, with the result that he 
turned out at the end of the year a class of confirmed 
atheists.” 

We hope such a mistake would not always issue so dis- 
astrously. But once and again we have heard people com- 
plain that men in the pulpit raised a number of doubts in 
their minds—and then had no time left to answer them. 
This business of creating a straw man for the sake of de- 
molishing him has its serious limitations, unless you are 
sure you have time enough left to dispose of him adequately 
and send folks away with a conquering tread. 

* * * 


CASTING STONES 


Who ever saw boys casting stones into apple trees on 
which there were no apples? Who ever saw men or boys 
hurling clubs or stones into a chestnut tree upon which 
there were no chestnuts? It is the tree that is bearing fruit 
into which the stones are cast. To throw stones at a tree 
that is barren, is recognized as a waste of energy, and even 
the most indolent would recognize it as “love’s labor lost.” 
Barren trees are generally safe from attack. 

It is the choir that is doing the singing that receives the 
criticism, not the people sitting in the pews who never 
sing. Very likely they are among the class that is engaged 
in casting the stones. It is the preacher who is shooting 
pointed arrows into his complacenti hearers, who gets 
the rocks hurled at him; not the preacher who is shooting 
without aim and into the air, who never hits anyone. Folks 
seldom criticize men who are doing nothing; they are as 
safe from the folks who cast stones as the barren tree is 
safe from the boys who are looking for fruit. 

There is a striking similarity between fruit bearing trees 
and men who are accomplishing worthwhile things in the 
Church and in the world. Rugged trees are trees that stand 
out in the open and face the storms, They send their roots 
deep down into the earth and cannot be uprooted, though 
wind and storms toss about and sway their branches. 
Rugged men are also deep rooted. They stand out in the 
open, head and shoulders above their fellow men, and be- 
come fine targets for all who are ready to cast stones. 

So it has been since the world began and so it will be 
as long as the human heart is spotted and dappled with 
envy and ill will. Cain, you remember, slew his brother 
because Abel was righteous before God, and- was bearing 
fruits unto righteousness. 


“They took up stones to cast. — 
at Him,” because our Saviour was the One spotless and al- 
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together beautiful in spirit and in life. His light shone so 
brightly, that men found their hidden sins revealed, and 
they hated Him for it; so they stoned Him and crucified 
Him; not because of any evil he had done, but because He 
was lifting men up and showing them the way to the 
Father’s house. Stephen was stoned to death because he 
was true to the vision and sought to lead the shepherdless 
flock to the Good Shepherd, Who had given His life for 
the sheep. 

The young men and the young women of this generation, 
who are trying to live clean, four-square lives are the ones 
at whom the worldlings are casting their stones. Listen, 
my young friends! When you find yourselves the objects 
of detracting criticism, while you are making earnest effort 
to follow in the footsteps of the Master, be assured of this 
one thing. His promise is given and will be fulfilled, when 
the crown of righteousness is made yours, and His word of 
“Well done” becomes your royal welcome. —A. M. S. 

a 


WE LACK POWER 


A fair photograph of the Christianity of today: worship 
and joy, preaching and singing, praising and blessing God 
in the Church, but lacking power outside among men. The 
confession of Julia, in Longfellow’s “Michael Angelo,” finds 
an echo in many a Christian heart: “There are too many 
week days for one Sunday.” We listen to preaching about 
sin, salvation, faith, hope and love, but only as to music 
without meaning. 

The turning point in old Jacob’s life came when he spent 
the night with Jehovah’s angel at the ford Jabbok. Before 
that he had been shrewd and tricky, farsighted and success- 
ful, but after the struggle with the angel he had power with 
God and man. The Christianity of today is that of the 
disciples before Pentecost—‘in the temple praising and 
blessing God,” busy about times, customs, seasons and rela- 
tions—rather than that of the disciples after Pentecost— 
going forth in the power of the Spirit, witnessing for 
Christ, and winning souls for His kingdom. 

In the business world everything is at a standstill. The 
nation-wide depression has cast a shadow over the centers 
of the country, and want has whitened the faces of thous- 
ands. Men say manufacturing has been overdone; the mills 
have glutted the markets. That is partly true. But one rea- 
son for the nation-wide standstill is the want of confidence. 
Business seems like a man walking along a lonely road at 
night, fearing danger, listening for the footsteps back of 
him, and fearing foes in the front. Men need goods, there 
is plenty of money in the country, but little or no confidence. 

So it is in the religious world. Some say the market is 
overstocked with creeds and denominations ; there is no call 
for religion. That is not true; the needs of our day are as 
many and as real as they were nineteen hundred years ago ; 
the heart of the race hungers for the Bread of Life today 
as never before; but men lack confidence, are fearfully 
unbelieving. The Church needs power, needs faith, hope, 
love and courage. Christ says, “Give ye them to eat.” He 
says, “Ye are the light of the world,” “Ye are the salt of 
the earth.” Salt preserves, salt flavors, salt purifies. Light 
dispels darkness, gives color, beautifies, gladdens the heart. 
Light compels recognition, is essential to life. Salt and 
light are elements of power. These powers we lack in pew 
and pulpit. 

Come, Spirit of the living God, 
Give power and unction from above, 
With love divine our hearts inspire, 
And fill us with Thy holy fire. 
—Henry C. SCHLUETER. 
Baltimore, Md. 
a ae 


A THRILLING EXPERIENCE 


The Rev. Dr. Cadman has an interesting article in a re- 
cent number of The Christian Herald in which he relates 
what he calls his most thrilling experience as a minister of 
the gospel. It occurred while he was still in school, prepar- 
ing for the ministry. The students were sent out from 
week to week to supply pulpits where the usual preacher 
was absent, or ill, or for other cause a supply preacher was 
needed, On this occasion he was sent to preach to a band 
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of soldiers in the famous Lendon Tower. At the time he 
was only 24 years of age, and it is easy to understand why 
it should have been a thrilling experience for him. 

The writer of these notes was rather intrigued by Dr. 
Cadman’s story, and he began to look back over the sixty 
years that he has been endeavoring to preach the gospel, 
and inquire for his own most thrilling experience in the 
pulpit in all that long period of time. It goes without say- 
ing that in the course of threescore years in the pulpit there 
must have been numerous deeply interesting occasions. 
There was the time when as a very young man, prior to 
ordination, when he was supplying a Church that worshipped 
in a hall over a livery stable, and throughout the service 
he could hear distinctly the rumble of carriages as they 
rolled in and out! It would have rejoiced him had a trap 
door opened and let him down to the floor below whence 
he might have made his escape! Another memorable occa- 
sion was when he asked a poor and small congregation 
for $300 or $400 to complete a chapel that they had just 
erected. An intelligent lady present who knew the people 
said to herself, “he cannot get $30.” But he got more 
than he asked for, and when the subscriptions ceased there 
was scarcely a dry eye in the house, but the tears shed were 
tears of joy! 

However, the most thrilling experience was when he was 
introduced to the audience in the chapel of the Federal 
Prison in Leavenworth, Kansas, that was composed of 1,000 
men. What a sight was there presented to his view! It is 
seldom that a preacher enjoys the privilege of speaking to 
a great congregation of men. The average congregation in 
our Churches is made up largely of women, but here not a 
woman was present except possibly two or three that came 
in to assist in the music. After the brief period of worship 
the preacher was presented to the men in a complimentary 
manner by the Warden, who was a former parishioner, and 
then he essayed to proclaim the gospel to those men. Some 
were murderers, some were bank robbers, some were de- 
faulters—all sorts of crimes were represented. One rather 
fine-looking man had been a Sunday School superintendent 
for years! There were numerous others who appeared in- 
telligent—who had good faces—and all seemed to listen 
with interest. What could a poor minister do in such cir- 
cumstances other than present the gospel simply, tenderly, 
and lovingly? It was a thrilling experience. 

After preaching to prisoners for a period extending over 
many years, the writer has often been asked by other min- 
isters, “How do you preach to prisoners?” And the answer 
returned is, “Precisely as to any congregation.” <A prison 
audience averages pretty well with one on the outside, and 
we are all sinners in need of the gospel! It is a great 
privilege to be permitted to preach the gospel to a throng of 
prisoners. ts, De 

* * * 


FOR THE KINGDOM'S SAKE 


“Tet those who run the paper get subscribers, if they can, 
and not expect their advertising to be done by pastors who 
are not being paid for it”—that was the attitude of a certain 
pastor who was asked by his elder to observe Church Paper 
Day. We cannot, of course, afford to argue with anybody 
who has such a point of view as that. 

And yet we venture to assert that we have the right to 
expect every pastor, who is at once consecrated, loyal and 
sensible, to co-operate in every possible way to make Church 
Paper Day the sort of success which will not only influence 
many non-readers to become readers, but will also induce 
many who are tempted “to drop the Church paper” to re- 
main on the roll of honor and usefulness, General Synod 
asks this, not primarily for the sake of the Church papers, 
but for the sake of the sacred cause committed to the Re- 
formed Church and for the benefit of the families of which 
the living Church is composed. There is no future for a 
Protestantism which is not enough interested in its own in- 
tegrity or intelligence or propagation to read its own Church 
papers. And it is not easy to convince young people grow- 
ing up in any home that their parents are sincerely interested 
in their religion if they are not enough interested to get a 
Church paper for themselves and their children. Such folks 
are minimizing religion before their own sons and daughters. 
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A PARABLE OF LONG DISTANCES 


Last night I sate by an Open Fire in mine own house 
and I read until mine eyes grew weary. And I turned out 
the Electrick Light, and turned on the Radio, and lay down 
upon a Couch with a Serape over me that was presented 
to me in Mexico, and I listened unto the Radio in the flicker- 
ing of the fire. And albeit I fool with Radio Very Little, 


yet am I amazed whenever I speak or listen thereat. For 
this was what happened last night: 

I heard a Voice which said, This is Boston 
WEEI, broadcasting a Program over the Columbia 
Broadcasting System of New York. And instantly I 
heard another voice, saying, This is the Columbia 


Broadcasting System of New York, broadcasting from 
The Willows on the Allegheny River near Pittsburgh a 
program by Rudy Vallee, who is now on his Summer Tour. 
And then came another voice, saying, We are presently to 
present a Program by Rudy Vallee, but first we are to 
listen to an Health Talk of One Minute by Doctor Calomel ; 
and I think Doctor Calomel is at this moment standing be- 
fore the Microphone in New York and will now speak un- 
to you; and I, in Pittsburgh, present Dr. Calomel in New 
York. And then Dr. Calomel spake for a minute in Hon- 
our of our Ancestors who toiled out-of-doors and were 
healthy, whereas he declared that we need Yeast for our 
Indigestion. And I, who have no Indigestion, did not care 
an Whole lot for Dr. Calomel’s well-written advertisement 
of Yeast, but I meditated on the wonder that a man in 
Pittsburgh should be introducing Dr. Calomel in New York 
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and that I should be hearing them both out in the Woods. 
And then Rudy Vallee spake. And if I say that I dislike 
his soft and drawling and expressionless singing less than 
the Noisy Barbershop Chords of those who sing to the 
rattle of the dishes, that is high praise, and I do not care 
an Hoot for the Saxaphone. But Rudy said that among 
the Musical Compositions of the present day was one that 
was sure to live, and he had heard it in many lands, and 
he proceeded to have it played for us as a Boy Scout band 
in London had played it with bugles and drums, and as 
the Royal Grenadiers had played it at Buckingham Palace, 
and as two Scotch Highlanders had played it on Bagpipes. 
reminiscent of The Campbells are Coming and The Lass 
of Killiecrankie, and as the Connecticut Yankees played it, 
and he might have gone much farther and then come back 
to the Ethiopians of our own fair land. And this Immortal 
Classick which he set forth was one of mine own Favour- 
ites, but not so good in a Summer of Drought, It Ain’t a- 
going to Rain No More. 

Thus had I lain at ease beside my Log Fire, almost ready 
to doze, and had heard in mine own room voices that had 
been spoken in Boston and New York and Pittsburgh, with 
echoes from beyond the seas. 

And I said unto myself, There be nights when the Musick 
is more unto my taste and liking, but this is as good a time 
as any for me to remind myself that I live in an Age of 
Miracles, and only to Monumental Stupidity can such an 
experience be otherwise than marvellous. 

And I prayed a little prayer unto my God, and I said, 
O my God, I rather like to hear the jolly Ethiopian strains 
of It Ain’t a-going to Rain No More, but grant me this, 
that the noises of Traffick and Radio and the Clang of the 
Life in the midst of which I live may not drown out in . 
mine ears the Voices of God and of the Better Angels of 
Life, with which this same air is Vibrant. For these, too, 
are audible unto men who learn the Correct Wave-length, 
and who Tune In. 


“Of the making of books there is no 
end.” Their number is rapidly and end- 
lessly multiplied. They are being tossed 
from busy printing presses, thickly as au- 
tumn leaves from wind shaken trees. Great 
libraries are filled with them. Millions of 
volumes are on their sagging shelves. 
These countless books embody the knowl- 
edge of the centuries. Here are to be 
found the ripest thoughts of the finest 
minds in all our human history. Books are 
not all of equal excellence. They differ 
widely in worth and power of influence. 
Unbelievable as it may seem, the most in- 
filuential books in all time are four little 
papyrus rolls that appeared in the first 
Christian century. Volumes there are in 
costly binding and adorned with gilt, be- 
side which these little books appear com- 
monplace in the extreme. They are dis- 
paraged by contrast. No one would, on 
their mere appearance, select them as the 
supreme books of the ages. And yet that 
is the exact truth concerning them. Their 
influence upon mankind, upon social con- 
ditions and human welfare has been great- 
er, more helpful and uplifting than any 
and all other books that were ever written. 
They have entered into human thinking 
the world around. In literature, music and 
art, they have exerted a refining and most 
beneficial power. By them the whole course 
of world history has been tremendously 
affected. Out of them have issued the 
great forces that have brought to pass all 
that is best in our present day civilization. 
Above all and best of all they have in- 
spired a great and comforting hope in 
human consciousness concerning the fu- 
ture. In this particular they are unique. 
No other books announce a prospect so 
amazing and with such definiteness of 
assurance. They set before us the greatest 
Personality of history, Who by His death 


The Four Gospels 


S. B. Mase, D.D., Long Beach, California 


and resurrection brought life and immor- 
tality to light! Nothing like that is re- 
corded of any other, save Jesus only. Of 
Him these little books are biographies. His 
spotless life and mighty works are the 
glory of the inspired page. For all the 
knowledge we possess of Jesus Christ we 
are practically solely dependent on the 
four gospels. We have scarcely a trace 
of anything beyond the name of Jesus in 
the annals and records of the literature 
of the first Christian century in the Greek 
and Roman world. The name of Jesus re- 
curs again and again in what follows the 
Gospels in the New Testament, but there 
is very little to be found there concerning 
His life and labors among men. The only 


record of all that is found in the Synop-. 


tics. They and they alone tell the story 
of the greatest Personage of history. As 
a consequence these writings have been 
subjected to the most searching examina- 
tion of friend and foe alike. They have 
been the storm-center of criticism. Waves 
of controversy have raged around them. 
And the end is not yet. They continue to 
be the battleground of warring forces. Of 
their validity there is no room for doubt. 
There are no better attested books in the 
world. There is no contention about that. 
It is in the busy field of exegesis that the 
clash of arms is heard. Interpretations dif- 
fer widely. It must be that wresting the 
Seriptures from their true meaning is of 
frequent occurrence. When a text is vari- 
ously construed there is sure to be error. 
The effect is confusing. Ministers in ortho- 
dox Churches, so called, are not preaching 
the same evangel. This is deplorable in 
the extreme. It empties pews. It shrinks 
contributions. It begets scepticism. These 
are not idle statements. In the last decade 
the writer has had opportunity to worship 
in various city Churches along the line of 


travel from Pennsylvania to the Pacific 
Coast, and has more than once been 
amazed at teachings widely dissimilar and 
in utter disagreeement with each other. 
In one instanee there was a marked dis- 
position to blue pencil everything that per- 
tained to the miraculous and supernatural 
in the Holy Scriptures! In another in- 
stance a clergyman of more than mere 
neighborhood fame scoffed at the idea of 
an over-ruling design of the Almighty 
Spirit either in the preparation or pre- 
servation of the Seriptures of God! Other 
shocks I had, but let these suffice. Strip 
the Old Book of the supernatural and it 
is made a dead letter. Deny it as inspired, 
reject it as the word of God, and you 
have nought but a man made book. Pul- 
pits there are that treat it as such and as 
a consequence their preaching is profitless. 
Cities are not shaken, revivals are impos- 
sible and souls are not saved. Is it strange 
that in such Churches pews are empty, ac- 
cessions a blank, and works of benevolence 
unknown ? 

Bending our thoughts back to the four 
gospels, whence came they? By whom were 
they written? Not by university men. Not 
by men of literary reputation. They were 
not known as authors.. They were not ex- 
perienced writers. That was not their line. 
Yet here is the case of four men who had 
no training for literary labors giving to 
the world a literary miracle. These men 
did not meet in committee and make out 
how they would proceed. There is no faint- 
est trace that anything of the kind was 
done. Each wrote in his own way, and 
as a result we have four pictures of the 
same unique, outstanding and strikingly 
original Personality! And that, it seems 
to me, is evidence of a convineing sort 
that they were divinely moved and di- 
rected in their work of writing the Gos- 
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pels. Does it not impress us as a miracle 
of special revelation? How else will you 
explain the faet that men unknown as 
scholars and writers gave books to the 
world so momentous and important? No 
other kind of books of human literature 
have had so marked and marvelous an 
effect on human life as the four Gospels. 
The way in which these four little books 


OU 


The driver of the car switched on the 
headlights as we sped along in the gather- 
ing dusk. I turned to him and _ said: 
“Are your lights on?” “Certainly,” he re- 
plied. He was right, but the truth was you 
could hardly see the lights. Why? Too 
much daylight. 

Here, so it seemed to me, was a parable. 
Why do the lights of the Church seem to 
shine so dimly? Is it not because the sur- 
rounding world is so full of light? Is it 
not due to the fact that the civilization of 
which we are a part has become so largely 
permeated by the principles which the 
Church has been preaching for two thou- 
sand years? I am greeted with a chorus 
of denial: “What! Are you blind? Do 
you dare to call our civilization Christian? 
Can you not read? Do you live in a monk’s 
cell? Look at the world!” Very well, let 
us look at it. Let us look at the world 
in the days of Saint Paul. Then the light 
of the Church burnt with a brilliant flame. 
Why? Because the surrounding world was 
so dark! All that Paul stood for was in 
exact contrast with what prevailed in 
pagan Rome. The light of the Gospel shone 
with a piercing, challenging, dazzling 
brilliance. Has the light gone out, or has 
the whole world become “enlightened”? 

In the days of Paul sexual indulgence 
was so rife that it was becoming increas- 
ingly difficult to secure virgins to guard 
the sacred fire ever burning in the temple 
of Vesta. Paul’s message of controlled de- 
sire made virginity so widespread that its 
prevalence became alarming. The light of 
purity shone bright in the surrounding 
murk of vice and viciousness. 

Slavery was universal. If a Roman 
was murdered, and any of his slaves was 
suspect, they could all be put to death for 
the crime. Nor were the slaves of black, 
ignorant, and backward races. On the con- 
trary they were often white, scholarly, and 
ambitious, grammarians, linguists, philoso- 
phers, musicians, artisans. Paul’s message 
of brotherly love shone bright in a world 
darkened by slavery. 

We don’t hate tax-collectors. The Jews 
did. Why? Because the Roman system of 
taxation exploited the weak. From my 
window I see the public school building. 
Who supports it? Those who have property 
—the rich, who have no children, for the 
education of the children of those who 
have no money! Paul’s gospel was a 
bright light in a world trampled by the 
iron heel of imperial Rome. y 

Political corruption! Fancy twentieth 
century America, boss-ridden as we are, 
putting up with a Nero, a Caligula, a Com- 
modus, maintaining them in public office 
and worshipping them as gods! 

Yes, if one were to address the great 
Apostle and say: “I live in a land where 
slavery is unknown, where marital fidelity 
js so much the rule that its breach is 
“news,” where children cannot be put to 
death by their parents, but even the poor- 
est are educated in schools paid for by the 
rich, where indigent sick lie on beds of 
healing also so supplied, where no man 
can hold the highest office who publicly 
violates the moral law’—if we should so 
address Paul he would surely answer: “You 
are dreaming of the Holy City and are en- 
visioning the glories of heaven.” 
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were produced—the whole Bible if 
will, is an amazing story. 

What we need to understand now, in 
this our day, is that the Old Book cannot 
be shaken or pushed aside. This is our 
authority in spiritual concerns, and our 
only authority. It is not in any Pope, or 
school of divinity, or new ism or the- 
ology. It is not in any man concocted or 
constructed theory. In a very particular 


you 


way the only authority, the divine author- 
ity is found in the four little books that 
stand first in the New Testament. My 
plea is that they be read and re-read. They 
give us the only true pictures of Jesus’ 
life, that infinitely lovely and understand- 
ing Person Who still waits as in that first 
century to take possession of any heart 
that will throw wide its door for Him to 
enter. 


Can Hardly See the Lights 


Appison H, Grorr 


No wonder the lights are not so bright 
now when so much that Paul merely 
dreamed of has become reality, and the 
Wii has become, to that extent, enlight- 
ened. 


Let us take another look at the world. 
The flame of the Church burns brightly in 
Japan and China. Indeed, India and Cey- 
lon. Why? Because it is so dark there. 
In the September number of the “Heidel- 
berg Teacher” we find a “Japanese Social 
Creed.” Article 6 of this creed mentions 
as one of the 14 matters to be advocated: 
“The enactment of a law making Sunday 
a public rest day (with the expectation 
that wages will be paid).” But who among 
us would ever dream of docking a brick- 
layer one-seventh of his weekly wage be- 
cause he has Sunday off? Why not? Be- 
cause we have been so long accustomed 
to the Christian day of release from toil. 
With us one day of rest in seven is a 
reality: in Japan it is advocated as a so- 
cial ideal! We are not surprised that the 
light burns brightly there: the surrounding 
darkness is so great. 


If any fair reader of the “Reformed 
Church Messenger” should, being so en- 
grossed in its pages, permit her Sunday 
dinner to burn, and her husband should 
beat her into insensibility for her derelic- 
tion, he would get his name in the papers 
and himself into jail. But Maxim Gorki 
relates how he frequently saw his grand- 
father strike his grandmother with his fist 
and knock her senseless. Wife-beating is 
news with us, not because it is so cruel, 
but because it is so rare. 


If I should say in my sermon: “Every 
wife-beater should be jailed,” folks would 
smile at my folly in advocating what is in 
fact the everyday legal procedure, but if 
IT had gone to Holy Russia to have 
Gorki’s grandfather arrested for his cruel- 
ty I should have died a martyr. We have 
taken the non-beating of wives as a mat- 
ter of course in these enlightened days and 
thus eannot realize how many centuries it 
took to abolish this custom among us. 

In Dover, Delaware, I saw the whipping- 
post. It is a curiosity. But when I read 
Dostoefski’s account of his years in Siberia 
I realize how far we have come, even with 
the hated third degree, from the days 
when men were flogged until their bodies 
were a bleeding and quivering mass, with 
weeks in the hospital necessary for their 
recovery. If I should speak against flog- 
ging in America I should be unheard. To 
have so spoken in Russia the day hefore 
yesterday would have meant exile and the 
cat-o’-nine-tails. You can hardly see the 
lights. True. But we musn’t forget why! 

Business? Yes, we can even speak a 
good word for this black sheep of the hu- 
man family, Caveat emptor is no longer 
the slogan. “Truth in advertising” is now 
the ereed. Even a blind man can buy a 
suit of clothes in any store in any town 
in America and get value received. When 
I was a boy there was a shop in Lan- 
caster that advertised itself as a “one 
price store.” The term was quite puzzling 
to me until it was explained that the 
former custom was for the buyer to offer 
less than the price asked, buyer and seller 
thus bargaining back and forth until a 


price was agreed upon. The owner of the 
store in question wanted to make it clear 
that, though he was a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews, yet everyone could make pur- 
chases in his store on the same basis and 
at the same price. No one would adopt 
“the one price store” as his slogan today, 
because “one price to all” has come to be 
the universal practice in retail merchan- 
dising. My Hebrew friend was a shining 
light then, now his light is lost in the 
enlightenment. 


Industry? When men like Ford and 
Raskob tell us that the only workman 
worth having is one who lives in a com- 
fortable home, with wages high enough 
to be free from worry, enabled thereby to 
be a consumer as well as a producer—even 
—as Raskob says—working five days a 
week in order to have an additional day 
to consume and spend—then one wonders 
whether he is dreaming! But the truth is 
that mankind is slowly realizing that the 
King’s business is good business. You can 
hardly see the light of organized religion? 
Then surely you can see how what were 
once pious longings have become realities. 

We are all alarmed about poverty, but 
we forget that it is our vast and widely 
distributed wealth which has made poverty 
conspicuous. Poverty provoked no com- 
ment in ancient Rome, arouses no interest 
in present-day China and India, because 
it is the rule and no one dreams of a better 
day, but in America— 


Pursuing our thought further, we now 
ask: “Is there not danger that we shall 
ferget whence this enlightenment has 
come?” We feel that there is such dan- 
ger and that the danger is very great. The 
principles of the Gospel have transformed 
the world. The light of Christian civiliza- 
tion is strong and bright and so we ean 
hardly see the faint lights of the pulpits 
and altars and classrooms. But what will 
happen if we forget the flame of the Gos- 
pel and depend merely on our enlighten- 
ment? What will become of our enlighten- 
ment when the flame that produced it is 
extinguished? 

We sped on in the motor car. Night fell. 
Darkness was everywhere. Then the head- 
lights stretched out their long arms and 
chased the shadows away and we traveled 
safely through the dark. So perhaps dark- 
ness is descending upon the world for a 
time. The Lord said to Zechariah: -‘And 
it shall come to pass in that day that the 
light shall not be clear nor dark, but it 
shall be a day that shall be known unto 
the Lord, not day nor night.” So it seems 
to be today. You can hardly see the lights. 
Folks want all the enlightenment without 
the Light. Mission Boards verging on 
bankruptey. Church papers swallowed up 
by trash, pastors and congregations strug- 
gling against indifference, defiant mate- 
rialism and the unrealest of realism, sex 
and super-sex, and Lippmann with his 
Twilight of Religion, erroneously called a 
“Preface to Morals’—here is darkness, 
deepening, enveloping, and terrifying. But 
the Lord continues to His prophet Ze- 
chariah: “But at evening time it shall be 
light.’ Let the darkness fall. Then we 
shall see whether the lights are burning or 
not. Then shall we find who are faithful 
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and who are false. Then shall we see who 

love the world and who love the Lord. 
At evening time it shall be light. When 

trust in civilization fades then will the 


Light that lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world shine with a brighter lustre, 
then will the Church trim her lamps anew 
and the righteous shall shine forth as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
Many folks are, consciously or uncon- 
sciously, adopting an attitude somewhat 


What 


The customary Armistice Sunday sermon 
had to be eliminated this year, with other 
subjects claiming a major interest in our 
Church program. <A section was introduced 
into the morning sermon on “Responsibil- 
ity Imescapable,” pointing out that we 
could not lightly dismiss our responsibility 
for war or peace, but it seemed so inci- 
dental and idealistic that I determined to 
bring up the matter again at the mid-week 
service. A text was easy — Romans 14:19 
seemed to fill the bill: “So then let us fol- 


low after the things which make for 
peace.” I could almost see the short ad- 
dress unrolling itself in true homiletic 


fashion, when the thought came, “Why not 
see what is being said on Armistice Day 
with regard to world peace? Perhaps it 
will give us a more realistic approach to 
this whole matter. What is the tendency 
of public thought today?” With that I 
opened the evening paper, which with its 
customary forehandedness already contain- 
ed the important news of the day, although 
delivered late in the afternoon. 

The most prominent headlines were given 
to a local parade of 28,000 marines and 
war veterans and the appeal of President 
Hoover to joint the world court. The lat- 
ter seemed to promise more for my sub- 
ject, so I skimmed over it with warm in- 
terest, noting the President’ practical, en- 
gineer-like approach to peace through a 
gradual building up of international 
agreements and public sentiment for world 
law. So far, this was all to the good, and 
I was sorry only that Mr. Hoover had not 
been addressing a great public assembly 
instead of the Goodwill Congress of the 
World Alliance for International Friend- 
ship through the Churches composed of 
those already committed to peace. But 
further down there was a sentence that 
disturbed me greatly. The President had 
said something which was in a very real 
sense, the expression of the thought of 
most of our citizens, and yet I could not 
help wondering whether it belonged among 
the things that make for peace. “We, as 
a nation whose independence, liberties and 
securities were born of war, cannot con- 
tend that there never is or never will be 
righteous cause for war in the world.” 
Have we not.all been taught to believe 
that very thing? If we begin to condemn 
war, what shall we do with the Revolu- 
tionary War, not to mention (in the North) 
the Civil War? Whenever the thought of 
world peace is entertained it discovers the 
mind already furnished with the idea of 
war made glorious because of its apparent 
outcomes in the past. 

But what is war? Sherwood Eddy’s defi- 
nition seems to fit the facts: “War is a 
means of attempting to settle international 
or civil disputes, by armed military forces, 
through the organized destruction of life 
and property, in which each side seeks to 
impose its will upon the other by force.” 
Perhaps here is a clue to a possible error in 
the view which sees war as being some- 


times just. War is not an end, but a 
means. To speak of a “righteous cause for 
war” is not to say that war itself is right- 


eous. War may seek to establish righteous 
ends, but in itself, it is “organized destruc- 
tion.” Unless we are willing to subseribe 
to the doctrine that the end justifies the 


like the following: “We have our schools 
and colleges, our hospitals and welfare or- 


ganizations, our arts and our sciences, our 
ethies and our philosophy, our laws and our 
free institutions. Why, then, should we go 
to Church? How feeble is her candle 


when the whole world is full of light?” 
They remind us of the Irishman who main- 
tained that the moon was of more value 
than the sun, because the moon shone at 
night when all was dark while the sun 
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shone in the 
anyhow.” 


daytime “when it is light 

We know that “it is not light anyhow” 
without the sun. And our age needs to 
learn anew that an enlightened civilization 
cannot be created or long endure without 
the Gospel of Him who said: “I am the 
Light of the World!” 


Quarryville, Pa. 


Was Said on Armistice Day 


By Purp E. Dettz 


means, we cannot so easily white-wash 
war. Undoubtedly many citizens enter 
upon war with the highest motives (al- 
though all too frequently mixed with 
hatred and other lower emotions) but it 
is a mistake to confuse the motive with 
the means employed. The sooner we see 
that war is un-Christian, with or without 
“Just cause,’ the better it will be for 
peace, 

I read on. “With the progress the world 
has made in the installation of the method- 
ical processes for the settlement of con- 
troversies, the larger problem emerges as 
to fidelity to agreement to use these meth- 
ods.” Here again the President has sum- 
med up a common thought. Can we trust 
the integrity of the nations with whom 
we have agreements? What will we do if 
others will not abide by their promises? 
And so we live under the shadow of war. 
But need we do so? Surely there is 
enough trust-worthiness in the world to 
beget trust, and while one must agree with 
Mr. Hoover in his determination not to 
permit the United States to pledge itself 
to the use of force to prevent war, yet it 
is hard to seé why he does not go the 
whole length of asking this nation to lead 
out in the open expression of unsuspecting 
goodwill, 

Out in Davenport, Iowa, the commander 
of the American Legion, Mr. O’Neil, was 
urging the building of our navy to the full 
strength allowed by the London naval 
pact, declaring “the Legion believes in a 
naval force no larger than is necessary, 
but equal to any other, if for no other 
reason than to maintain the progress to- 
ward permanent peace which has been 
started by the outlawing of war on paper 
by the Kellogg peace pact.” Overlooking 
the probably unintentional sneer at the 
Kellogg pact, it is still possible to see in 
this. statement the expression of the all- 
too-common fallacy, that preparedness is 
the best form of insurance against war. 
Does this: sort of reasoning belong to the 
“things which make for peace?” 

A line in a dispatch from Washington 
eaught my eye. “May there never be an- 
other war!” General Pershing is the speak- 
er now. That is what we all are praying, 
General, but what is your way of prevent- 
ing it? “May there never be another war. 
But it is the duty of the living veterans 
of the Great War so to guide the destinies 
of the Nation that should war come it will 
find the American people prepared, mate- 
rially and spiritually.” Again the gospel of 
preparedness, and now not only in material 
things, but spiritually. Well, perhaps that 
is true. We must be spiritually prepared 
for war. Unless we believe in a God of 
battles who will strengthen our arms as we 
butcher our enemies, we will not be good 
soldiers. But is this good preparation for 
peace? 

Then back to the front page, to discover 
what was said following the parade, at 
Independence Hall. General Smedley D. 
Butler, a hero to most Philadelphians, de- 
spite a disastrous experience as Director 
of Publie Safety some years ago, brought 
3,000 marines to share in the exercises, and 
although there were several scheduled 
speakers on the stand, and even his su- 
perior officer, General Fuller, commandant 


of the marine corps, Butler, to use the 
newspaper expression, “stole. the show.” 
Speaker after speaker eulogized Butler and 


’ 


“his marines.” Finally the chairman eall- 
ed upon him to speak. Let me quote the 
account exactly: “Rising amid vigorous ap- 
plause, General Butler, hat pushed back on 
his head, stooping over the amplifying 
mic rophone, shouted his replies to the in- 
numerable compliments he had received 
during the morning. ‘Let us be for America 
first, he said. ‘America for Americans, 
and if necessary, the world for America. 
If our men died for any reason in this last 
war, it was that American should be on 
top’.” 

There my heart sank. JI had been cher- 
ishing a sort of sneaking hope that the 
dyed-in-the-wool militarists belonged to the 
past. To be sure, 
rattling his sword along the Mediter- 
ranean, but in this enlightened country of 
ours, with all the strides we are making 
towards peace, surely the military men 
must be well on the way to a change of 
heart. But General Butler’s words dis- 
abused me of any such deceptive dreams 
Here is a genuine militarist, thoroughly 
confirmed in his position and not afraid 
to shout it out before the world; and the 
most tragic thing about it is that so many 
will hear and be encouraged in their jingo- 
istic type of patriotism. In addition to 
that, what will the rest of the world 
imagine, to know that on Armistice Day, 
we are thinking not merely of “America 
for Americans” (and that’s bad enough in 
the light of Christ’s life and teaching) but 
of “the world for America, if necessary?” 
How much further are we on the road to 
peace? 

Yet I was not to be left with the min- 
gled emotions of anger and distress called 
forth by General Butler’s pagan and in- 
solent exhortation, for a little human- 
interest story caught my eye and gave me 
a new encouragement. In the notice of 
the parade to be held in Camden, N. J., our 
sister city across the Delaware River, so 
apt to be the butt of our ridicule; there 
appeared these items “For the first time 
since the end of the confiict, a score of 
men who fought with the Central Powers, 
since naturalized as American citizens, will 
march with the American Legion and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and testify by 
their presence that the hatreds engendered 
by the war are ended. . In addition 
there will be a lone Spanish sailor who 
fought against Dewey in the battle of 
Manila Bay, and is now an employee of 
the Philadelphia Navy Yard.” 
thought to myself, is a clue to peace: to 
understand the humanness of humanity and 
the possibility of friendly accord with 
those against whom we might entertain 
feelings of enmity. If this could be re- 
peated in enough cities, amongst enough 
veterans, with a sense of the value of indi- 
vidual lives in the sight of God, perhaps 
it could be one of the most significant of 
the “things that make for peace.” 


Thanks to the newspaper, I had my ad- 


dress for the midweek service; it proved - 


to be a somewhat longer and more impas- 
sioned one than I had anticipated. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


there was Mussolini . 


Here, I. 


DECEMBER 4, 1930 


There was a man who was a manufac- 
turer, and he employed a hundred men, and 
the men made the goods by hand. And 
there came to this employer a man who 
said, “I have a machine which will do all 
your work and it requires the attention of 
only ten men.” And the employer said, 
“That is fine. Send me the machine.” 

And the machine came, and it was set 
up and it began to run, and it did do the 
work with only ten men, 

And in the course of time the inventor 
came to see what the machine was doing, 
and he said to the employer, “How do you 
like it?” And the employer said, “It is 
marvelous and does a great work. Former- 
ly we had a hundred men to do this work, 
and now only ten are needed. Every week 
we pick ten men from the hundred and 
they work one week and have a vacation 
for nine weeks and receive wages during 
their vacation. Verily, the machine hath 
wrought wonders for the men. The ma- 
chine works for the men.” 

And the inventor said, “Of all the con- 
summate fools, thou art the prince. This 
machine was not made to work for your 
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The Fool Employer 
(A Parable) 
By “Now and Then” 


men; it was made to work for you, to make 
you wealthy, to enable you to have the 
best of this world’s goods. And you have 
been fool enough to give part of the money 
the machines make to your workmen.” 

And the employer said, “If the machine 
was made to work for me, why should it 
also not work for my men, so that they 
may share in the best of this world’s 
goods?” 

And the inventor said, “Because no em- 
ployer does such a fool thing. They dis- 
charge the men who are not needed, and 
let them adjust themselves to new condi- 
tions.” 

And the employer said, “That is exactly 
what I am doing. I am letting my men 
adjust themselves to the new condition of 
living which ‘comes by machines working 
for them, and they are doing nobly. When 
I look upon the joy and happiness they 
are now getting out of life, now that ma- 
chines are working for them, I bless the 
machine.” 

And the inventor said, “You are not only 
the prince of fools, but a candidate for an 
insane institution.” 


What the Churches Can Do about 


The Churches of the country are ac- 
tively engaged in emergency efforts to 
relieve unemployment, according to re- 
ports received from Churches in all parts 
of the United States by the Social Service 
Commission of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America, which has 
offered the co-operation of the Council to 
Colonel Arthur Woods, chairman of the 
President’s Emergency Committee for Km- 
ployment. As a guide to the correlation of 
Church forces with those of the commu- 
nity, the Social Service Commission has 
issued a set of concrete suggestions to 
Churches for immediate action. These 
suggestions have been drawn from the best 
practice of Churches and Councils of 
Churches during the present and previous 
depression periods. The suggested pro- 
gram for immediate relief follows: 

1. Every local Church should have an 
Employment Committee, with the pastor 
or some other experienced leader as chair- 
man, to: 

(a) Canvass all Church members by 
telephone, letters and personal calls asking 
them to find or create part-time or full- 
time jobs for more workers in their homes 
or business. Cleaning, repairs, painting, 
construction work may be suggested. Such 
jobs should be reported, as a rule, to some 
community free employment agency, name 
of which should be published in the Church 
calendar. Discover also among the con- 
gregation those who would give the use 
of a bedroom in their home to some per- 
son recommended by an established agency. 
Such shelter together with personal friend- 
ship would constitute an untold service. 

A blank may be printed on the calendar 
to be filled in by those who have work or 
a room to offer or by those needing work 
as the case may be. Announcement might 
be made each Sunday on work accom- 
plished by the Committee during the week. 


(b) Use the Church plant to fullest 
capacity, throw open Church parlors or 
elub room and provide simple equipment 
so that people can find warmth, reading 
matter, games and a friendly atmosphere. 
Educational classes and vocational training 
of various types might also be conducted. 

(c) The Women’s Guild or Missionary 
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Society may want to assume as their spe- 
cial concern the care of older women who 
are finding it increasingly hard to hold 
jobs. Here there will be many cases for 
discrete relief of a personal nature. Food, 
shelter, friendship, will all be needed. 
Positions may be found for these older 
women in homes, looking after children and 
other work. 

(d) The Men’s Association or Bible class 
might render similar service in caring for 
the older men. 

(e) If the Church can expend its serv- 
ice at this time a “Church nurse” might 
be added to the staff. She could belp 
greatly in sickness and relief and advising 
on diet to forestall hazards of undernour- 
ishment and consequent illness. 

(f) Provide special speakers for a 
Church service, the Sunday School and 
Bible classes and Young Peoples’ meet- 
ings. If one of the unemployed were to 
speak and tell what it means it would dra- 
matize the problem and bring home the 
realities of the situation. An open forum 
might be conducted for four weeks follow- 
ing Christmas with employers, social work- 
ers, labor union representatives, economists 
and unemployed workers as speakers. 

(g) Secure volunteers to help social and 
city agencies in meeting the emergency in 
the community. 

(h) Secure from all 
Church people relief 
agencies. 

(i) Make financial arrangements with 
some reliable agencies such as the Salva- 
HomeA Tiny, Yo. @. Ay, and Yo WwW. C. A: 
for tickets which can be given to home- 
less men or women who ask aid on the 
streets or at the door. These tickets 
should entitle recipients to shelter and 
meals. 

(j) Urge a conscientious re-examination 
of personal standards of living that all 
luxury and display may give way to gen- 
erous giving to those in need. Wise buy- 
ing, however, is to be encouraged. 

(k) Make frequent pastoral visits in the 
homes to encourage those out of work and 
to keep in touch with them. 


(1) Inform the membership of the 
Church with regard to any proposed social 


increased gifts 
for the central 


And the employer said, “I am a Chris- 
tian.” 

And the inventor said, “If many more 
employers become Christians like you, the 
world is doomed to destruction.” 

And the employer said, “Oh, no! The 
world will just begin to be headed in the 
right direction, for machines cannot be 
continually displacing men without the 
men participating in the profit of the 
machine. It is inevitable. The time will 
come when the machine must work for 
both the employer and the employed.” 

And the inventor said, “You are not only 
a fool and a candidate for an asylum, but 
a Red Communist, and hence a menace to 
society.” 

And the employer said, “Oh, no! I am 
a Christian, probably a few jumps ahead 
of my time.” 

And the inventor tore his hair, and 
departed, muttering: “Fool! fool! consum- 
mate fool!” But the employer looked out 
of his office window upon his “Happy 
Valley” and said, “Nevertheless, such is 
the Kingdom of God!” 


Unemployment 


legislation with reference to unemploy- 
ment. Write American Association for 
Labor Legislation, 131 East 23rd St., New 
York, N. Y., for information. 

2. Correlate the efforts of all the reli- 
gious forces of your community with the 
social agencies and city, town, county and 
state and federal government officials for 
united program for the entire community. 

3. Any payment of lower wage rates or 
maintenance of longer working hours which 
would tend to break down present labor 
standards should be discouraged. The gov- 
ernment and leading business men have 
gone on record in favor of maintenance of 
present wage rates during the depression 
period. In the case of emergency jobs 
created for purpose of relief, when only 
a given amount of money is available, it 
is better to employ men or women for 
part-time than to employ them full-time at 
reduced rates. One of the worst possible 
results of the unemployment period would 
be a permanent impairment of present 
standards of wages and hours. 

4, Child labor and home work should he 
discouraged. 

5. Negroes and other racial groups 
should be accorded equitable treatment in 
the distribution of work and relief. 

As far as the more permanent problems 
of employment are concerned, the follow- 
ing suggestions are made by the Federal 
Council: 

1. Seek to bring about organization of 
permanent city, county, state programs. 
Write Director of Publie Welfare, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, and the New York Department 
of Labor, Albany, New York, for deserip- 
tive literature. Are there any public em- 
ployment bureaus in your community? 
Have you investigated methods and fees 
charged by private agencies? 

2. Remember that unemployment is a 
recurring problem. Plan now, while dis- 
tress is all about us, to stir the conscience 
of your community and focus attention on 
the absolute necessity of discovering 
permanent solutions and adopting adequate 
measures for the prevention of unemploy- 
ment. 

(a) Set up a Conference for Permanent 
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Solutions of the Employment Problem in 
every community during the winter with 
expert speakers and general discussion on 
the following subjects: long range planning 
of public works; stabilizing industry; na- 
tional, state and city free employment ex- 
changes; adequate employment statistics; 
compulsory unemployment insurance; high- 
er wages; shorter hours; shorter working 
week; technological aspects; higher child 


“The end of the race is not the tape-line 
but five feet beyond.” That is what an 
athletic director said to a group of young 
athletes. The psychology is this: If a 
man in*running thought “the finish” when 
he saw the tape stretched across the track 
he would do one of two things, put on all 
his reserve strength to reach the line only, 
or he would already instinctively begin to 
“let up” in his efforts a few feet inside 
of the line. But the man who thinks five 
feet beyond the tape-line will be at the 
very height of his strength and effort when 
he strikes the tape so that he will be 
proving 100 per cent efficiency at the close 
of the race. 

It might be well for our Consistories and 
Churches to think of this while finishing 
up their heroic work of completing the 
Apportionment for 1930. Not the begin- 
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labor standards; abolition of night work 
for women; the effects of the profit motive 
in industry; the possibility of measuring 
production for use; a more equitable dis- 
tribution of wealth and consequent increase 
in purchasing power of the masses; race 
discriminations in employment; interna- 
tional aspects of the problem; relation of 
industrial stability to international peace. 

(b) Send delegates to the Conference 


The Final Stretch 


By the REv. J. M. G. DARMS, D.D. 


ning of December but the end of the 
month is the tape-line. There is to be no 
let up in our efforts in the first or the 
second week in December, lest we fall down 
in the interest of our final payments. Not 
until the night of the 31st of December 
should our efforts to raise the Apportion- 
ment in full cease. However, the major 
work should be completed during the first 
few weeks of December in order to leave 
room for the worthy appeals of the orphans 
and institutions on Christmas Day. 

Never has the Reformed Church needed 
the Apportionment monies as much as this 
year. Every dollar counts and, when 
raised, should immediately be forwarded 
to the treasurers of the various Boards. If 
every Consistory will make this a major 
item of consideration at its business meet- 
ing in December, and challenge the indi- 
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on “Permanent Preventives of Unemploy- 
ment” at Washington, D. C., Jan. 26-27, 
1931, to be jointly sponsored by the Social 
Service Commission of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America, the 
Social Action Department of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, and the So- 
cial Justice Committee of the Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis to focus the 
conscience of the nation on the problem. 


vidual members to meet their obligation, 
even before they purchase costly presents 
for their kinsfolk and friends, wonderful 
results will be achieved. We owe it to the 
Boards, to the faithful workers on the field, 
to the people to whom they minister, to the 
integrity of the Kingdom and to the 
honor of the Reformed Church, and to the 
glory of God to pay our tithes and offer- 
ings joyously and punctually. Nothing 
would encourage the Reformed Church 
more nor put a finer spirit of Christian 
enterprise into the heart of our leaders and 
workers than to pay the Apportionment 
for 1930 in full. We need to project our 
spirit of enthusiasm and loyalty into the 
next year and cross the tape 100 per cent 
efficient and ready to go forward in the 
name of God into new adventure for the 
Kingdom. 
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OUR BOWLING GREEN FUND 


It is with a great deal of satisfaction 
that we announce the following contribu- 
tions to the salary fund for Miss Agnes 


Wolfe, Bowling Green Academy, Bowling 


Green, Kentucky: 

W. F. Wagner, $25; A Friend, $15; A 
Friend, $5; Miss Rosa E. Ziegler, $5; C. E. 
Wetzel, $5; S. B. Fluke, $10; Mrs. Charles 
L. Bubb,.$5; E. W. Binkley and Wife, $5; 
Men’s Bible Class, Perkasie, Pa., $10; 
total, $85. 

Well done! 


Thank you! We await with 


hopeful expectations the responses that 
will come to us during the next three 
weeks. Send all contributions to the edi- 


tor, Dr. Paul S. Leinbach. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. C. Earl Gardner from Hagerstown, 
Md., to 721 East Main St., Roaring Spring, 
Penna. 


EAT A GOLDEN RULE DINNER 


President Hoover says: “The greatest 
asset of a race is its children.” But many 
of the world’s children are sadly under- 
privileged and in desperate need, more this 
year than for a long time. Here is a little 
but important thing every one of you can 
do for the sake of a little child. Eat a 
Golden Rule Dinner and make a Golden 
Rule gift in Golden Rule Week, Dec. 7-14 
and send your gift to The Golden Rule 
Foundation, 411 Schaff Bldg., Phila. What 
is a Golden Rule Dinner? A very simple, 
cheap but substantial meal, costing less 
than your usual dinner. If a million fam- 
ilies eat a Golden Rule Dinner during 
Golden Rule Week and give at least the 
amount saved, more than a million dollars 
would be made available for constructive 
child welfare work. If you desire, you can 


designate to what organization your gift 
for needy children shall go, Gifts undesig- 
nated will be allocated by the Foundation 
to the neediest places. Will you help? 


It is never “Blue Monday” for us when 
our friends drop in and tell us—*Your last 
week’s number of the ‘Messenger’ was one 
of the best we ever read.” Thank you! 


The following testimonial was copied 
from an order for 1931 Almanacs, received 
in the Church and Sunday School Supply 
Department: “Have examined the 1931 
copy of the Almanac and Year Book and 
find that, while it is not growing bigger, 
it is growing better in every way.” Rev. 
Dr, Simon Sipple, Allentown, Penna, 

Mr. F. M. Berkemeyer, of Allentown, 
was the dynamic speaker at St. John’s, 
Lansdale, Pa., Rev, A. N. Sayres, pastor, 
on Noy. 23. He spoke under the auspices 
of the J. J. Rothrock Bible Class. 


The Gloria Trumpeters of New York as- 
sisted at the “Family Worship Sunday” 
service in Wooster Ave. Church, Akron, 
O., on Nov. 23. Rev. E. E. Zechiel, pastor, 
reports a crowded sanctuary. Nov. 30 was 
Enlistment Sunday in this aggressive con- 
gregation. 


The 10,000 copies of “Who Comes 
First?” a four page leaflet on the first 
claim on our wage or income, prepared 
for the Every Member Canvass, are “all 
gone,” although only printed three weeks 
ago. A new edition is on the press and 
copies will be available free to all who 
desire it. 


The Lafayette College Chapel pulpit was 
filed Nov. 30 by Dr. Paul 8. Leinbach, 
editor of the “Messenger.” In the eve- 
ning Dr. Leinbach was the speaker at a 
union service of the Churches of College 
Hill, Easton. The College Hill Presby- 
terian, St. Peter’s Lutheran, and Grace Re- 
formed, of which Dr, L. 8, Black and Revs, 


G. Schaffer and L. V. Hetrick are the 
pastors. 


The Board of Pensions of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S, A. have received 
$12,000,000 on the $15,000,000 Campaign 
started two or three years ago, and today 
has total assets of about $28,500,000. Last 
year this Board received $1,500,000 from 
the 10 per cent pension payments, of which 
the pastors pay 214 per cent of their sal- 
aries, and their congregations 74% per cent. 
The number of annuitants of the Presby- 
terian Board of Pensions is 1,561 in the 
Service Pension Plan; 647 in the old Sus- 
tentation Fund Plan, which is the same as 
the Sustentation Fund Plan of the Reform- 
ed Church; and 1,905 in their Relief De- 
partment, which are paid from an endow- 
ment of $7,000,000. The receipts of the 
Presbyterian Board from bequests and spe- 
cial gifts have been especially large and 
gratifying during the past year. 


There was a happy event at the home of 
Miss Atina J. Moyer, 46 Mount View Ave., 
Akron, Ohio, on Nov. 27 (Thanksgiving 
Day) to celebrate the 90th birthday of her 
mother, Mrs. Sarah S. Moyer. Mother 
Moyer enjoyed the company of 4 of her 8 
living children, viz.: Miss Anna J., Mr. 
Herbert E. Moyer, Mrs. Edwin Wagner, of 
Akron, and Mrs. Walter Scott, of Phila- 
delphia, Pa. Also many grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, nieces, nephews, ~ 
cousins and many friends called at all hours 
of the day and evening, when a large group 
sang hymns and songs. Mrs. Moyer join- 
ed in the singing. Her granddaughter, Mrs. 
Ralph Wagner, baked a delicious birthday 
cake which Mrs. Moyer was proud to re- 
ceive. It was a pretty sight with so many 
candles decorating it. She was the recipi- 
ent of many beautiful flowers, money and 
other useful gifts, and her health rem 
remarkable for one of such an adv 
age. The “Messenger” joins in best v 
to one of our faithful readers, 
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The Cedar Crest College Club of Phila- 
delphia was entertained by Mrs. Howard 
Heckler, Mrs. A. C. Herman, and Mrs. 
Charles Kline at Riverside Inn, Graters- 
ford, Pa., on Noy. 11. 26 members attended. 

In his Thanksgiving sermon in New 
Goshenhoppen Church, East Greenville, Pa., 
the Rey. Calvin M. De Long called atten- 
tion to the fact that it was exactly 28 
years since he had preached his first ser- 
mon in that pulpit. 

Rev. Chas. A. Bushong sends a program 
of the helpful union Thanksgiving service 
in Trinity Reformed Church, Baltimore, at 
which the Rev. A. C. Day preached. The 
Church was well filled, and the service 
inspired trust in God. 

Mr. George W. Waidner, of the “Mes- 
senger,’ was the guest preacher at St. 


John’s Church, Lansdale, Pa., Rev. Alfred 
Nevin Sayres, pastor, on Nov. 16. This 


Sunday was observed as Home Mission Day 
in the various departments of the school. 
The offering of the day was for Home 
Missions. 

The Men’s Bible Class of St. John’s 
Church, Bangor, Pa., Dr. E. W. Lentz, pas- 
tor, held its monthly meeting on Noy. 24. 
The meeting was addressed by Elder J. Q. 
Truxal, Secretary of the Reformed Church- 
men’s League, on the subject of the League 
and its work. The men of St. John’s are 
planning to organize a local chapter of the 
League in the near future. 

A very delightful program was rendered 
at the Inaugural Recital on the new Austin 
organ at Heidelberg Church, York, Pa., 
Rey. Dr. W. Sherman Kerschner, pastor, 
by Arthur Jennings, of Pittsburgh, Pa., on 
Noy. 20. The Union Thank Offering serv- 
ice of the W. M. S. and the G. M. G. was 
held in the chapel on Wednesday evening, 
Nov. 26, the G. M. G. in charge of the 
service. 

The program for December in the Re- 
formed Ministers’ Conference of Philadel- 
phia and Vicinity held each Monday in 
Assembly Hall of tie Schaff Building at 
10.30 A. M. is as follows: Dee. 1, Dr. Henry 
I. Stahr; Dec. 8, Rev. Herbert Dumstrey, 
chaplain in the navy; Dec. 15, Rev. Dr. 
Richard Mallory; Dec. 22, Superintendent 
Charles B. Alspach, of the Berger Home. 


Miss Alliene 8. De Chant spoke in the 
following Churches of the Shrewsbury, Pa., 
Charge, Rev. C. M. Mitzell, minister: Beth- 
lehem, Stiltz; Bethany, New Freedom; and 
St. Paul, Shrewsbury; on Nov. 2. Home 
Mission Day was observed in all 4 Churches 
on Nov. 9 and 16. Thanksgiving services 
were held on Noy. 23 and 30. A musicale 
was held in St. Paul Church, Shrewsbury, 
on Sunday evening, Sept. 30. 


A pageant, “Let Us Give Thanks,” was 
given by the W. M. S. of Salem Church, 
Allentown, Pa., Rev. Dr. William F. Kos- 
man, pastor, Nov. 16. On Sunday evening, 
Nov. 23, a Thanksgiving cantata was giv- 
en by the Chancel Choir. Salem Church 
celebrated its 55th anniversary on Noy. 30. 
There was a special sermon and special 
musie at the morning service, and in the 
evening, a unique historical service relat- 
ing the history of the Chureh was pre- 
sented. 


Over 200 attended the annual Missionary 
Educational Institute of East Penna. Clas- 
sis at Stone Church, Pa. Mrs. Staudt, of 
Baghdad, and Miss Carrie Kershner, of 
Phila., were guest speakers. Mrs. Fredk. 
A. Churehill, Mrs. Clarence Houck and 
Mrs. W. H. Brong assisted, Miss Jean Nor- 
man sang effectively, and the president of 
the Classical W. M. S., Mrs. L. V. Hetrick, 
was in charge. 


Grace Church, Jeannette, Pa., Rev. 
Ralph S. Weiler, pastor, on Novy. 23, in 
the evening, the choir rendered the Harvest 
cantata, “Ruth.” At the morning service 
the pastor preached on the subject, “The 
Transient and the Abiding.” Grace Church 
again leads in registrations at the Com- 
munity School of Religious Education. On 
Sunday evening, Noy. 30, the Willing 


Workers had their annual Thank Offering 
service. Miss Mary Gerhard, returned mis- 
sionary from Japan, was the guest speaker. 

Zion Chureh School, York, Pa., Dr. J. 
Kern McKee, pastor, and Harry W. Deitz, 
superintendent, observed Home Mission 
Day on Nov. 30 at 9.30 A. M., and the 
annual Thank Offering of W. M. 8. at 11 
A. M., with Mrs. C. K. Staudt, of Baghdad, 
as the speaker. On Dec. 7, Mr. A. P. Frantz 
will represent Hoffman Orphanage and 
there will be a lecture on India beautifully 
illustrated at 7 P. M. On Dee. 21 the 
offering will be given for Hoffman Orphan- 
age with Christmas exercises at 7 P. M. 
There will also be an early Christmas morn- 
ing service on Dee. 25. 

Calvary Church, Turtle Creek, Pa., Rev. 
John A. Yowit, pastor. A Father and Son 
banquet was held in the S. S. room on Nov. 
18. The Trinity Bible Class served the 
banquet and the Brotherhood Bible Class 
of which the pastor is the teacher, spon- 
sored the affair. The memory hymn for 
November, “Before the Lord We Bow,” by 
Francis Scott Key, was the subject used 
on Sunday evening, Nov. 16. Mrs. J. H. 
Eyler told the story of the hymn and other 
interesting facts connected with the life 
of Francis Scott Key. 

A new pamphlet entitled “Walking 20,- 
000 Miles with Christ,’ which shows how 
Apportionment and benevolent monies are 
being put to work in different national 
coinage and in spiritual activities through 
the Reformed Church in the United States, 
Canada, Japan, China, Mesopotamia, and 
Europe, has been printed in very attrac- 
tive form and is being called for in large 
numbers by those, who have seen it. Write 
to the Executive Committee for a copy. 
This literature can be put to very good use 
at any time, especially in your Every Mem- 
ber Canvass. It is furnished free. One 
pastor writes: “I want to slip a copy into 
the letter I am sending out to my people 
during the holidays.” 

Solomon’s Church, Macungie, Pa., Rev. 
L. G. Beers, pastor. Home Mission Day 
was observed on Nov. 9. The service pre- 
pared by the Board of Home Missions was 
used at the morning service. In the eve- 
ning the Missionary Society conducted its 
annual Thank Offering service. The Junior 
congregation presented a_ playlette, “A 
Nickel to Spend,’ and also rendered a 
hymn. Miss Carrie M. Kerschner, execu- 
tive of the W. M. 8., was the speaker on 
this occasion. Rally Day was held in the 
Church School on Oct, 26. The- program 
was well arranged and interestingly fea- 
tured with beautiful musical renditions. 
The attendance was 192. 


Tabor Church, Philadelphia, Pa., Rey. 
Edwin Howard Romig, pastor, on Oct. 12, 
the pastor began a series of Sunday eve- 
ning sermons on “The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ Related to Body, Mind and Spirit.” 
These sermons are calculated to answer 
many of the puzzling questions and prob- 
lems which are agitating the minds and 
hearts of people today. Among the topics 
the pastor has selected are: “How does the 
Mind control the Body?” “What is Psycho- 
Religious Healing?” “Why we behave like 
Human Beings and why we Should and 
Can behave like Christians.” “Self-Reali- 
zation and Happiness.” “Cure for the 
Restless Mind and a Nervous Body.” There 
are 9 other such sermons, 


St. John’s Chureh, Schuylkill Haven, Pa., 
Rey. Dr. Elmer 8S. Noll, pastor. Rally Day 
services were held by the S. 8. on Oct. 26. 
The address was delivered by Mayor 
Mackey, of Philadelphia. Attendance 842. 
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The address on “Good 


was well received and the of 


Offering $3,142. 
Citizenship” 


fering was a record breaker. The S. 8. 
attendance is steadily growing. The an 


nual Father and Son banquet was held on 


the evening of Noy. 12. Attendance 172. 
Rev. Dr. John H. Hyde, pastor of «the 


English Congregational Church, Lansford, 
Pa., delivered a masterful address. The 
affair was a great success. The Thank 
Offering service was held on Sunday eve- 
ning, Nov. 23. A most beautiful program 
was rendered by three organizations: The 
W. M.8., G. M. G., and the Mission Band. 
The offering amounted to $112. St. John’s 


has 2 vested choirs with a combined mem 
bership of 60. Both choirs sing at the 
morning service, 

The Martinsburg, Pa., Charge, Rev. 
Victor Steinberg, minister, held White Gift 
Christmas services in the congregations of 


the charge for their friends, the Rey. Karl 
Beck and family, of China. Money and 
gifts for the children were accordingly 
sent to China in time for Christmas. Har- 
vest Home Services were held in October 
and a well laden truck load of canned 
fruit and bagged potatoes was sent under 
the personal direction of Elder Levi Lin- 
inger and assisted by Earl Daughenbough 
to the Hoffman’s Orphan Home. At the 
annual Rally Day service of St. John’s, the 
Chureh School presented their esteemed 
superintendent, Mr. Charles Bonebreak, 
with a gift of a fine pen and pencil out- 
fit. Mr. Bonebreak has led the Church 
School to new levels of excellence and 
deserves a great deal of credit for the 
flourishing condition of the School. The 
annual congregational meetings with the 
annual Every Member Canvass have taken 
place. Reports of the various organiza- 
tions revealed fiourishing treasuries and a 
fine spirit of Christian zeal. The pastor 
reported an increase of 238 new members 
for the year. Elder John Nicodemus of 
St. John’s congregation has been serving 
his Church for 46 years. His term as elder 
would expire with the present year but the 
Consistory took formal action and placed 
Mr. Nicodemus’s name in nomination for 
elder for life. He is now 91 years old 
and his wisdom and spiritual strength is 
too valuable to his pastor and Church to 
let him become inactive. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and Decorating 


MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 
Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P. BERGER : : Lebanon, Pa. 
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BALTIMORE, MD. 
M. P. MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 


Endorsed by the. most eminent organists. 
Lead all makes for church, school and audi- 
torium use. Every organ a special creation 
for a particular use and guaranteed the high 
est grade. Booklets and _ specifications on 
request. 


M. P. MOLLER 


Factory and General Offices 
Hagerstown, Maryland 


Special References: Organs in over three 
hundred Reformed Churches. 


At all booksellers, or from the pubsishers 
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Carrollton, Ohio, Rev. H. N. Smith, pas- 
tor. 2 weeks of evangelistic services were 
held at St. Peter’s Church, Germano, Ohio. 
Rey. B. E, Reemsnyder was the preacher 
the first week and Rev. G. V. Walker as- 
sisted the second week. The membership 
of the Church were very faithful in their 
attendance upon the services. On Friday 
evening, Oct. 31, St. Peter’s Church held a 
reception for the pastor and his wife in 
honor of their 29th wedding anniversary. 
The pleasure of the evening was somewhat 
marred by a fire which broke out in the 
village, at which the men rendered valu- 
able assistance. On Oct. 30, the Ladies’ 
Aid Society of Stone Creek, a number of 
22, visited their former pastor and wife. 
At noon a covered dish dinner was served. 

Thirty-five requests for literature in 
three days came to the office of the Execu- 
tive Committee. Pastors and congregations 
are speeding up their activities as the year 


SHALL Our 


MISSIONARIE 
EDUCATIONAL 4s: 
BENEFICIARIES 


Receive 


Their Support for 1930 
In FULL 


By DECEMBER 31st? 


Home 
Foreign 


Ministers 


Widows 


though this is keenly felt everywhere. 
Somehow, the people seem to face the situ- 
ation as an unchangeable, hard fact and 
desire, nevertheless, to go on with God’s 
work as best they can. “The Church must 
not suffer” is their challenge to the loyalty 
of their own hearts. 

A Chapter a day—for two successive 
days—that’s the record for last week. 
Slowly but surely the Men’s League is 
pushing its way into prominence and as- 
suming a position of importance among the 
Church organizations. Secretary Truxal 
reports with great satisfaction the organi- 
zation of the following chapters: Trinity 
Reformed Church, East Petersburg, Pa., 
organized on Noy. 17, the Rev. Walter C. 
Pugh, pastor. On Noy. 18, Christ Reformed 
Church at Elizabethtown, Pa., the Rev. L. 
C. T. Miller, pastor. Other organizations 
are on the way. Why not put this down 
as one of your resolutions for the NEW 


ifso... 


Mrs. Clayton L. Benfield, Thank Offering 
secretary, arranged the service. A helpful 
address was given by Mrs. Jesse Mengel, 
president of the Eastern Synod’s Synodical 
Society. Union Thanksgiving services were 
held in St. Peter’s Church Wednesday eve- 
ning Nov. 26. Five Churches participated: 
Lutheran, Congregational and Reformed. 
The sermon was delivered by the Rev. Mr. 
Lindenmuth, pastor of St. Stephen’s Luth- 
eran. The offerings were given to the 
Allentown Hospital. 

On Nov. 8 the Mothers’ Club of Christ 
Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. Wm. H. Boll- 
man, minister, held their second annual 
Rummage Sale. Although not as much 
money was cleared this year as last year 
the organization feels that much was done 
to help families in distress. By holding 
the sale in South Bethlehem most of the 
families where employment is very uncer- 
tain were reached. These families bene- 


“Every Dollar Counts” 


the remainder of the APPORTIONMENT must be Raised 
and Sent Jn to the Treasurers of the several Boards during 
the next four weeks, with the major work done in the 

NEXT TWO WEEKS 
Let us get this out of the way successfully before Christmas! 
This too is the time for warm hearted special Gifts for Mis- 


sions, Education, Ministerial Relief. 


‘““Now then, you are to 


the front in everything, in faith, in utterance, in knowledge, 
in all zeal, and in love for us—do 

COME TO THE FRONT 
in this gracious enterprise (of giving) as well. I am not issuing 
any orders, only using the zeal of others to 
Prove how sterling YOUR love is.’’— II Corinthians 8:7-8 


(Moffatt’s translation) 


The Executive Committee of the General Synod 


draws to a close. They recognize the fact 
that one of their major duties consists in 
underwriting the budgets for their local 
Church and the benevolent causes of the 
denomination. This is done by way of a 
thorough Every Member Canvass. With 
these budgets provided for, passing over 
the threshold of the new year brings a 
thrill of joyous expectancy concerning the 
fruitage of the real spiritual work pastors 
and people can do for the Kingdom, with- 
out being halted in their activities through 
an ever-recurring need for soliciting money 
to earry on the work. 

Calls for the services and counsel of the 
assistant executive secretary are exceed- 
ingly numerous and generous. The office 
certainly is functioning on full time. At 
present the Every Member Canvass is the 
main activity; During the past weeks the 
secretary was called to Churches within 
several hundred miles of Philadelphia al- 
most daily. He reports a growing interest 
on the part of the Churches in the spir- 
itual work of their own Churches and in 
the denomination. Little complaint is 
heard of present industrial depression, al- 


YEAR, and organize a Chapter of the Re- 


formed Churchmen’s League in YOUR 
Church? 
St. Peter’s Church, Allentown, Pa., 


Joseph S. Peters, D.D., pastor, the fall 
communion was celebrated on Oct. 5 with 


283 communicants. The offerings were 
$137; three new members received. The 
Woman’s Missionary Society and _ the 


Ladies’ Aid jointly served a dinner and 
supper on Nov. 13. Each society received 
$130 to be used for Church work. The 
Missionary Society also conducted a Mis- 
sion Study class during the afternoon of 
Noy. 18 with a “Covered Dish” luncheon 
at 6 P. M. At 7.45 the pastor made a 
brief address on Stewardship and Citizen- 
ship. The 18th annual every member can- 
vass was made on Nov. 23. The 384 men 
participating in the canvass were commis- 
sioned by the pastor. The budget for 1931 
was set at $10,334, of which amount $2,130 
is for apportioned benevolence. On Nov. 
30 the Women’s Missionary Society held 
the annual Thank Offering service. The 
president, Mrs. Charles C. Bachman, read 
the scripture lesson and offered the prayer. 


fited considerably as a small amount of 
money purchased a large amount of wear- 
ing apparel and other necessities. The 
organization reported that children’s eloth- 
ing was most in demand. Before remoy- 
ing the goods from the Church to the sales- 
room the children of a needy family of the 
Church were supplied with clothing. The 
trustees have established a storehouse at 
the Church. All members and friends who 
have articles or money to give to the needy 
may do so through this channel, Armis- 
tice Day was fittingly observed on Nov. 9, 
when the pastor used as his topic, “The 
World Looks at America.” The evening 
service was given over to the fathers and 
sons. The service, arranged by the Wor- 
ship Committee of the Brotherhood, was 
led by the chairman, Mrs. Chas. H. Gross. 
The address was given by Dr. Myron J. 
Luch, of Lehigh University, a most inter- 
esting and able speaker. The other speak- 
ers on the program were the pastor and 
Merritt W. Brown, president of the Broth- 


erhood, Mr. Henry Mack, whose subject— — 


was “What My Son Has Taught Me,” and | 
Henry Mack, Jr., who read “The Prodigal 


— 
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Father.” The Peters Family Male Chorus, 
consisting of father and six sons, all of 
whom are members, sang several selections, 
The following Wednesday evening, Nov. 
12, almost 300 fathers and sons gathered 
in the Social Room for the annual ban- 
quet, the Truth Seekers’ Bible Class cater- 
ing. Not only interesting and beautiful, 
but also very educational was the pageant, 
-“Tadies of the White House,’ which was 
presented by the Ever Faithful Bible Class 
on Nov. 18 and 19. This unique drama of 
American history depicts the First Ladies 
of our land from a new angle. It was 
given under the direction of the- talented 
teacher of the class, Mrs. Jack Brandner. 


Deep Creek Charge, Hegins, Pa., Rev. 
Herman J. Naftzinger, pastor. The annual 
Thank Offering service of the W. M. S. of 
Frieden’s Church was held Sunday evening, 
Nov. 30, in the Church auditorium. There 
was a very delightful and interesting pro- 
gram including a play, entitled “Soup, Sand 
and Sage Brush,” ‘The series of 3 Gospel 
services which were held in this Church 
during the last week of October, at which 
Dr, Allan 8. Meck, of Easton, Pa., was the 
special preacher, proved to be a real bless- 
ing and benefit to all who attended. The 
powerful preaching of Dr. Meck left its 
impression. 25 persons signified their will- 
ingness to help the pastor interest other 
persons in Jesus Christ. The beautiful new 
stone wall around the Fountain Church was 
placed there by the S. 8S. through its 
building fund. 


Trinity Church, Akron, O., Rev. George 
M. Smith, pastor. Forty years ago, Rev. 
Dr. E. D. Wettach, commissioned by the 
Board, organized Trinity Church with 86 
members and a modest chapel was erected, 
later a commodious brick Church. From 
the beginning time Trinity had the smile 
of God. Two years ago, under the direc- 
tion of the present pastor, a beautiful 
Church edifice was built, none more beau- 
tiful in the city. Trinity now has above 
700 members and a large and efficient de- 
partmental Bible School. On Noy. 9, this 
Church celebrated its 40th anniversary. 
Dr. E. D. Wettach was the honor guest, 
and the preacher at the morning service. 
Rev. H. G. Klotz, long time pastor, and 
others spoke in the evening. It was a great 
and blessed day for Trinity. One thing, 
however, darkened the gladness and joy 
of the day. As Dr. Wettach was closing 
his address, Mr. Smith, the faithful and 
devoted pastor, was taken suddenly sick 
and was carried out into another room, 
where a doctor was summoned. At this 
writing, while yet at the hospital, his con- 
dition is hopeful. It is hoped that this 
faithful minister who has done such splen- 
did work will soon be restored to health. 


Zion Church, New Providence, Pa., Rev. 
Harry E. Shepardson, pastor, completed an 
extensive 3 year building program with a 
special service on Sunday morning, Nov. 
30. The service marked the 200th anni- 
versary of the erection of the first house 
of worship, Nov. 30, 1730, and a feature 
of the program was the recognition of the 
two loyal families (Helm and Keen) that 
have been connected with this congrega- 
tion since 1765. The pastor spoke on “Our 
Debt to the Pioneers” and the antique 
memorials were unveiled. The Enos M. 
Helm Memorial, given by Mrs. Ida Helm, 
was unveiled by Robert Helm, Miss Fran- 
ces K, Shenk making the presentation. The 
Christian A., Mary L., and Rachel 8. Keen 
Memorial, given by Miss Rachel Keen, was 
formally presented by Rachel L. Keen. The 
acceptance address was made by Miss Sue 
E. Andrews. On Sept. 7 five other me- 
morial windows were unveiled. The don- 
ors are Sue E. Andrews, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry W. Herr and Catherine Keen John- 
son. The center window was placed in 
appreciation of the unique service of the 
pastor. It is significant also that two citi- 
zens of the community, not connected with 
the congregation, placed the bell with this 
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inseription: “Presented to Zion Reformed 
Church, New Providence, by Jeannie A. 
and Charles F, Hess, in appreciation of the 
services of its pastor, Rey. Harry E. Shep- 
ardson, to this Church and the community.” 
The cost of the building is $22,328.74, and 
payments of $14,715.82 have already been 
made. 


Rey. J. Edward Klingaman, who was 
pastor of the Dover Charge for almost 9 
years, resigned, his resignation taking ef- 
fect Oct. 1. He has been in the ministry 
for nearly 23 years. Previous to this he 
had charge of the English Department of 
the Interstate Commercial College of Read- 
ing, during which time he completed the 
Bookkeeping and Banking course with a 
view of going back to Armour and Co., for 
which company he had worked for nearly 
two years. While at the Commercial Col- 
lege the sainted Dr. J. I. Good had a talk 
with him and made it possible for him to 
enter Ursinus School of Theology and he 
was graduated from the Central Seminary 
with the class of 1908. He now returns to 
the business world as salesmanager of York 
County in the Oil Burner Dept. for the 
Victor Products Corp., whose main offices 
are in New York City, and whose three 
plants are in Hagerstown Md.; Winches- 
ter, Va., and Gettysburg, Pa. He will con- 
tinue in supply work and such other mini- 
strations as his present position will per- 
mit. The fall Communions were regularly 
held in the Dover Charge with the follow- 
ing records: Confirmed at Shiloh, 3; con- 
firmed at Salem, 5; baptized at Salem, 5; 
baptized at Dover, 1. Mr. Klingaman’s pres- 
ent address is 1119 W. Princess St., York, 
Pa. Recently he taught the following 
classes: Men’s Class, St. Stephen’s Reform- 
ed; Mixed Adult Class of Zion Reformed. 
The large men’s class, 104, of Christ Re- 
formed Chureh, Hagerstown, Md., and also 
assisted the Rev. Mr. Fesperman. 


CEDAR CREST COLLEGE 


Undergraduates of Cedar Crest College, 
Allentown, attended the annual Thanks- 
giving benefit which provides Christmas 
dinners for the needy in Allentown. Not 
only is a family of 7 persons helped to 
have a glorious Thanksgiving dinner, but 
one of the members, the 16-year-old bread- 
winner, will be aided during the coming 
months. Edith Searle, the president of 
the Y. W. C. A., explained the project to 
the students and was happy to have 135 
girls attend the dollar dinner on Tuesday 
evening preceding our national Thanksgiv- 
ing Day. 


In addition to this Christian celebration, 
the audience were delighted to hear an 


New Books for Parents and Teachers 


FIRST STEPS IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 
By Frances M. Morton. 

This book, by an experienced child educator, deals with the pre- 
school age period—when the cornerstone of character is laid, and 
when many vital physical, mental, and moral f 
The author presents her material in nontechnical terminology, deal- 
religious i 
teacher, 
play activities and 
qualities, and relating the child to the Church. 
BIBLE STORIES AND HOW TO TELL THEM. 
By William J, May. 


j two sections of this book are 
| and “the Craft of the Bible Story.” 
an JUNIOR WORSHIP MATERIALS. 
By Nellie V. Burgess. 
Mrs, Burgess’ materials are in keeping with sound theory and 
She wisely allows in her fifty-two worship services (and 
in all of her materials) the liberty of careful adaptation to meet 
the peculiar problems of workers in local situations. 
to the worship services, there are valuable worship stories, excel- 
lently worded hymns that emphasize junior religious experience, 
splendid lessons from art masterpieces, and other materials vital 
to the work of junior workers in city, town, and country. 


A number of Bible stories told in a fascinating manner. Each 
story is prefaced with valuable notes on how to retell it. In addi- 
i “the Art of Story Telling’’ 

$1.50 
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At Your Own Bookstore or from the Publisher, 


habits are formed. 


impulse and worship, discusses the 
a proper respect for childhood, types of 
labor skills, the nurture of moral 
$1.25 


In addition 
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A BUSINESS OF YOUR OWN 


Material depression turns people’s mind to 
things spiritual. Our country needs WHOLE- 
SOME and CHRISTIAN books. We publish 
and import them. We list ONLY books which 
are true to Bible. Some 600 titles in Fiction. 
Fine Religious Books. AGENTS WANTED in 
ALL SECTIONS. BIG COMMISSION, Ask 
for CATALOGUES, TERMS, ete. 
WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
234 Pearl Street - - Grand Rapids, Mich. 


PARKER’S HAIR BALSAM 
Removes Dandruff-Stops Hair Falling 
Imparts Color and BeautytoGray 


and Faded Hair 
6oc. and $1.00 at Druggists. 
Hiscox Chemical Works. Patchogue, N. Y. 


excellent talk by Alice Cary Holmes, see- 
retary of the Allentown Y. W. C. A., who 
has just returned from a long stay in 
China as a missionary. Miss Holmes told 
of the pitiable condition of women and 
children in the land of Confucius and 
ended with a hopeful note, giving it as 
her opinion that a nation with the strong 
family ties, the artistic background, and 
the integrity of the Chinese would, in 
another generation, solve her complicated 
social and economic problems. 


The Cedar Crest Y. W. C. A., under the 
direction of Miss Searle, is one of the 
strongest college organizations, welcoming 
new students two days before college 
opens, selecting their roommates, and en- 
deavoring to uphold the best traditions of 
the Reformed Church for kindliness, social 
Christianity, and personal help. In addi- 
tion to the energetic work of the president, 
active interest is taken by the faculty and 
student body, many of whom are engaged 
each year as social workers in New York, 
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey. Seven 
graduates of last year’s class chose social 
work for their careers, all being placed in 
social agencies in New York, Orange, N. J., 
Jersey City, Baltimore, Allentown, Read- 
ing, and Philadelphia by Dr. Charles H. 
Rominger, head of the Department of Re- 
ligion at the college. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 


Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Superintendent 

Bethany could indeed be thankful when 
they held their annual Thanksgiving Ser- 
vice at 2 P. M. on Thanksgiving Day, in 
the Bausman Memorial Chapel. For weeks 
the children would say, “Will we have an 
oyster dinner?” Mr. Housekeeper, who 
died last December, always furnished them 
with an oyster dinner once a year. Mr. 
Fillman, the husband of one of the mem- 
bers of our Ladies’ Committee, came to 
their rescue and the children were happy. 
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We then had 
Thanksgiving dinner. I 
the pastor and elders of Heller’s Church in 
Lancaster County told me at the meeting 
of Classis that we should get our chicken 


inquiries about the 
told them that 


dinner, and on Tuesday evening before 
Thanksgiving a truck followed the bus 
which brought our children home from 
school and delivered the chickens. The 
Burdans topped it off with one of their 
five treats of ice cream and the day was 


perfect. 

The Board 
meeting on 
number of 
ties. 

On Sunday, Nov. 
accompanied the 


of Managers held a special 
Nov. 20, and decided upon a 
improvements in the proper- 


23, the Bethany Choir 
Superintendent to Vine- 
mont Chapel, where they conducted even- 
ing services. On Sunday, Nov. 30, a similar 
trip was made to St. Mark’s, Lebanon, 
where our organist played, the choir sang 
and the Superintendent delivered the mes- 
sage. 

Some of our employees who see the great 


help that the bus is to Bethany have 
asked, “How did Bethany ever get along 


For all these and many other 
raised 


without it?” 
favors showered upon us Bethany 
its voice in Thanksgiving to God. 
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Mrs. Edwin W. Lentz, Editor 
311 Market St., Bangor, Pa. 


The World in Harrisburg. For two days 
in early November, the Church and Mis- 
sionary women of Harrisburg, Pa., ex- 
perienced in fellowship an age-old joy. 
King Solomon expressed it in Eecles. 3: 11, 
“He has made everything beautiful: also 
He has set the world in their heart.” With 
rare feeling of responsibility for truth and 
adequacy, each denomination in Harris- 
burg took upon itself to represent, through 
objects and literature, peoples of mission 
lands, in an exhibit, “The World in Har- 
risburg.” In a personally conducted “tour,” 
all persons who attended the Mission 
Study Institute of The Women’s Church 
and Missionary Federation were taken 
from booth to booth,—The American In- 
dian, China, India, Japan, Latin America, 
Southern Mount iineers, Africa, Philippine 
Islands, Korea, Syria and Persia. The Re- 
formed Churches were responsible for the 
American Indian exhibit. With a tepee 
as the center of the booth, the exhibit 
contained a large collection of curios, rugs, 
baskets, totem poles, ete. Mrs. J. T. Sel- 
sam was in charge. Familiar names on the 


program were Mrs. Paul Kunkel, chair- 
man Department of Social Service; Mrs. 


Wm. H. Farmer, leader of Mission Study; 
Miss Lillian Graeff, charge of literature. 


Fifth Anniversary. In the long history 
of the W. M. 8S. of East Pennsylvania 
Classis, no local society has a record sur- 
passing in steady development that of 
the W. M. S. of St. Paul’s Church, North- 
ampton, Mrs. Clarence Hawk, president. 
The observanee, Nov. 13, which marked 
the fifth birthday, was unusual in its an- 
niversary features. The society, member- 
ship, 27, was hostess to a large number of 
guests, Mrs. L. L. Anewalt and Mrs. Edwin 
W. Lentz, of the General Society, officers 
and departmental secretaries of the mother 
Classis, the recently organized G. M. G. 
and others. Seated at the supper table 
were 90 guests. The supper was served by 
the husbands and sons of the members. 
The festive appearance of the social hall 
with table decorations in green and gold, 
hand painted “My Missionary Creed” as 
guest favors, special music by members of 


MESSENGER 


DECEMBER 4, 1930 


To the Membership of the 
REFORMED CHURCH 


It is with pleasant anticipation and eager expectation that 


those in charge of your 


Book Room located at 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, 


Pa., have prepared a catalog of Christmas material—a splendid assortment of 


all styles and prices of Christmas cards 
fully selected for children and young people of all ages. 
for the asking—WILL YOU SEND US A CARD TODAY 


COPY OF THE CATALOG? 


secular and religious, gift books eare- 
This catalog is yours 
ASKING FOR YOUR 


YOU CAN SECURE QUICKLY AND EASILY FROM YOUR BOOK ROOM 
ANY NUMBER OF UNUSUALLY ATTRACTIVE PERSONAL 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS. 
FOR INSTANCE . 


A BIBLE in a fine leather binding makes a gift of life-long value. 
We have all styles and prices. 


A TESTAMENT—You may choose from a large selection. 


A HYMNAL of the Reformed Church makes a fine gift. The name 
can be placed in gold on the cover for 25c. 


BOOKS OF ALL KINDS—newest religious publications, books for 


boys and girls, fiction. 


Don’t miss any of them. 


This is the only way we have of bringing to the attention of our members 


the splendid material which we have 


gathered for you. 


Our prices, you will find, are See low. 
We are an organization created by the Reformed Chureh to serve the 


members of the Reformed Chureh. 


This is our main purpose. 


We hope for the loyal patronage of all members of the Reformed Church. 


Board of Christian Education of the Reformed Church in the United States 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


announcement of the 
organization of the G. M. G. as a surprise 
to the Classical officers, gifts of a 
gorgeous basket of chrysanthemums and a 
W. M. 8S. pin to the president, Mrs. Hawk, 
greetings from Mrs. Anewalt and Mrs. L. 
V. Hetrick, president of the Classical So- 
ciety—these were some of the pleasant 
birthday features.- Concluding this part 
of the program, Mrs. Anewalt led in the 
impressive Candle-light 
vice, the girls sang “Follow. the Gleam,” 
and the Rey. I. M. Bachman accompanied 
on the violin with “The Light of the World 
is Jesus.” President William F. Curtis, of 
Cedar Crest College, narrated the cireum- 
stances connected with his arrival and 
stop-over at Oberammergau, the atmos- 
phere of reverence and preparation among 
the villagers, the overwhelming impres- 
siveness of the great portrayal of The 
Passion. Beautiful slides illustrated his 
address. At the close of the evening con- 
gratulations and well-wishes were extended 
to the Society. 


the W. M. §&., the 


A Letter and a Vote. First, the action 
voted at a recent meeting of the Council 
of Women for Home Missions, to chal- 
lenge each denomination to send to the 
Sixth Annual Conference on Cause and 
Cure of War a certain number of women, 
that the delegation representing Church 
and Missionary women may be as repre- 
sentative as the delegations from the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men, the General Federation of Woman’s 
Clubs, ete. The letter from a member of 
the National D. A. R. says: “I wish we 
might find a number of women willing to 
attend the Conference on Cause and Cure 
of War as we find our members attending 
the Annual D. A. R. Congress.” If you, 
dear reader, have a few dollars to invest 
in “Self Improvement,” count attending 
the Conference gilt edge investment. The 
Sixth Conference on the Cause and Cure 
of War will be held in Washington, D. C., 
January 19 to 22, 1931. These Conferences 
have been held under the auspices of 11 
national women’s organizations which have 
prepared and endorsed their programs. The 
aim of each Conference is to find the road 
to world understanding, international good- 


Fellowship Ser- 


will and the exchange of peace for war. 
Each co-operating organization may send 
100 delegates, but visitors are weleome by 
the payment of the usual registration fee 
of $5. The program will be thoroughly up- 
to-date, and a distinguished list of speak- 
ers presented. Such a stimulating gather- 
ing as this should make an appeal to our 
most intelligently alert women. Creden- 
tials for delegates and any further in- 
formation needed can be secured from 
Miss Florence G. Tyler, 419 Fourth Ave., 
New York City, or Miss Florence E. Quin- 
lan, 105 East 22nd St., New York City. 


Few of our constituency have sent con- 
tributions toward the Eva Clark Waid 
Memorial Fund. The treasurer says con- 
tributions have come from two persons. 
Please lay upon your heart this fund for 
underwriting peace. Recently a letter from 
Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt to the Council 
of Women contained a check for $100 to 
the Fund. Mrs. Catt stated that she had 
received $5,000 from the Pictorial Review 
Achievement Award and from it she was 
sending the $100. 


On Nov. 11, the Girls’ Missionary Guild 
of: Salem Church, Catasauqua, was reor- 
ganized. Twenty-two enthusiastie girls 
gathered at the home of Rev. and Mrs. 
Willard Kratz and thoroughly enjoyed the 
talk on “The Purpose cf the Guild,” as 
presented by Mrs. Charles F. Freeman, of 
Doylestown. Miss Madeline L. Niering 
was elected president. Mrs. Freeman 
directed the impressive Candle Light Ser- 
vice with the installation of officers. 


Mrs. Fred R. Lentz, of York, Pa., made 
the address at the Thank Offering pone 
of the Stovertown society. 


The office in Philadelphia is in receipt 
of excellent pictures of the Missionary 


Home at Laneaster taken by Mrs. A. B. 


Reichenbach, owner and operator of 
Arrow System, commercial photograph, 
of Pottstown, Pa. Mr. Reichenbach sen¢ 
the pictures with the note that “Th 
Kingdom business needs help of this 

from time to time and T am a 
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A basket of apples from the Allison 
orchards, Shippensburg, found its way to 
the office of the Executive Secretary. 
Everyone who shared in the distribution 
says, “They were simply delicious,’ and 
express their appreciation for the remem- 
brance. 


MEN’S LEAGUE PUTS ON A FATHER- 
AND-SON MEETING WITHOUT 
A BANQUET 


By Rev. Chas. D. Spotts 

There was a history-making meeting in 
St. Peter’s Church, Lancaster, Pa., on Wed- 
nesday evening, November 19, For three 
hours—from seven thirty to ten thirty— 
seventy fathers and sons fellowshiped to- 
gether in a program of education, discus- 
sion, entertainment and recreation that 
caused everyone to go away with a coun- 
tenance beaming with enthusiasm. 

Many people are of the opinion that you 
can’t get men out to a meeting these days 
without having a banquet. Well, our rich 
experience last Wednesday evening threw 
a bomb shell into that theory. More than 
that, the details of the program were not 
planned until seven days before the meet- 
ing took place. The secret? Twenty-one 
members of the Men’s League went out, 
during five days, to visit personally a group 
of one hundred and twenty fathers and 
sons—that’s all. And thereby they proved 
that the power of the personal method is 
still effectively worked. In addition, last 
Sunday the Men’s League contributed the 
altar flowers for the regular worship serv- 
ice, and twelve men to lead in the min- 
istry of music. People went away from 
that service with a renewed faith in the 
power of the men of the Church. 

If you want to know why the oldest per- 
sons present (over 70 years old) remarked 
that the father and son meeting made them 
feel young again, try to visualize the fol- 
lowing program: 

Brief worship service (in charge of the 


First Aid Stunt: Blazing Arrow Patrol of 
Boy Scouts; Song (led by Seout Paul 
Kutz); Dart Baseball Game: Sons 4, Dads 


3. In earrying out the plans and the pro- 
grams, 85 men and boys participated. 


THE THREE M’S CLASS 
GRACE CHURCH, JEANNETTE, PA. 


(See Cut on Cover Page) 


In 1923 the Three M’s Class was organ- 
ized very largely through the influence of 
a great layman, Dr. J. H. Ringer. This 
consecrated leader was the first teacher of 
the class. From time of its organization 
down to the present time it has been an 
active organization in the life of Grace 
Chureh. It is the only men’s organization 
in the congregation. 

The Three M’s stand for Minds—Morals 
—Muscles. The class endeavors to live up 
to its motto as nearly as possible. They 
meet every Sunday morning at 9.30 in their 
own class room where they do use their 
minds, and through using their minds they 
endeavor to develop a fine code of morals. 
They are never short on muscles, as they 
do many fine things in the Church. The 
class has an enrollment of 100 with an 
average attendance of 60. It is not un- 
usual to find 85 men present from time 
to time. 

Each year the men do certain outstand- 
ing things.. Last year they put on their 
first minstrel show. At present they are 
working on their second minstrel which 
will be produced early in December. They 
sponsor a Father and Son service and ban- 
quet. Last year they had 225 men pres- 
ent at the banquet. These men conduct the 
annual Every Member Canvass. Last year 
a large number were active in a Visitation 
Evangelistic Campaign. 

The success of this class is due largely 
to the splendid leadership. The officers of 
the class are outstanding business men of 
the community and consecrated leaders in 
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Are You Sick? 
Are You Discouraged? 


Are You Financially 


Distressed ? 
YOU NEED 


GOD »«4 MAN 


A Devotional Manual for Daily Use 
By BLAIR SCOTT 


It reveals to you the spiritual law of 
God, under which the Master met and 
overcame all beliefs of the flesh and 
particularly those of SUPPLY AND 
HEALTH. 

(Pages 22, 23, 24) 


For Bible References, recording God’s 
available SPIRITUAL SUPPLY, UN- 
LIMITED SUPPLY AND CONTINUED 
SUPPLY. 


(Pages 121-131) 


For Bible References, bestowing Christ’s 
HEALING POWER ON ALL WHO 
BELIEVE. 

(Pages 111-113) 


Whatever your problem— 
THIS BOOK 
By the Grandson of Walter Scott 
Unveils your God-given heritage of 
Dominion 
Limp, Round Corners, $1.50 


ORDER BLANK 


SEND TO YOUR BOOKSELLER, or 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


president. Ira S. Monn); Stirring address the Church. The president of the class is Please send me, postpaid.........cop..... 
by Dr. E. M. Hartman; Special music A. L. Leonard; vice-president, J. D. Spruce- GOD AND MAN, by Blair Scott. 
(Seminary Quartet: Ed. Angstadt, Lee bank; secretary, Ray Lessig; treasurer, ISEPOCS! osc cai AR En ea 
Gable, Harold Hafer, Russall Eroh); Game Howard Shearer, and teacher, Percy Tay- IN EP | «ol idle hee eh ee 6 ne 
of “Getting Acquainted”; Question Period lor. The aggressive pastor of Grace ial BOOTS be) ee ea 
and Discussion (six of the sons took part); Church is the Rev. Ralph 8. Weiler. 
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Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE PASSION PLAY 


Text: Acts 1:3, “To whom He also show- 
ed Himself alive after His passion by many 
proofs.” 

This is the year of the Passion Play. It 
will therefore not be out of place to tell 
you about this religious drama which is 
enacted every ten years. 

“It derives its name from the passion of 
our blessed Saviour. The word “passion” 
means “suffering.” In his introduction to 
the book of Acts St. Luke says: “The 
former treatise I made, O Theophilus, con- 
cerning all that Jesus began both to do and 
to teach, until the day in which he was 
received up, after that he had given com- 
mandment through the Holy Spirit unto 
the apostles whom He had chosen: to whom 
He also showed Himself alive after His 
passion by many proofs, appearing unto 
them by the space of forty days, and speak- 
ing the things concerning the kingdom of 
God.” 

Thousands of persons from our country 
and other nations visited Europe during 


the summer and most of them went to see 
the Passion Play as it was produced at 
Oberammergau. Some of my friends, in- 
cluding a member of our congregation, 
were so fortunate as to be able to see it. 

T have read much about the Passion 
Play, and heard others speak about it, but 
one of the most helpful sources of infor- 
mation was a lecture which I attended, 
given by Dr. Otto Lang, who was born 
in Oberammergau, and in his boyhood took 
some of the parts in the Passion Play. 

He showed a number of colored slides 
showing characters at their daily work 
and in costume for the play. He also show- 
ed pictures of the scenery around the vil- 
lage of Oberammergau and homes in the 
village. 

Anton Lang, who played the part of the 
Christus on three occasions, and other 
members of this family who have distin- 
guished themselves with their parts during 
the past thirty years, are relatives of 
Dr. Lang. 

Oberammergau is a village of Bavaria, 
in Germany, situated among the foothills 
of the Kofel Mountains, a range of the 
Alps. It lies in a southwestern direction 
from the city of Munich, at a distance of 
sixty-four miles, and has a population of 
about 1,700. The houses of the village are 
decorated with fresco paintings, which are 


reproductions of famous Biblical master- 
pieces. 

The inhabitants of Oberammergau make 
all kinds of toys and pottery, and carve 
wooden crucifixes, rosaries and images of 
saints, which are sold to tourists and are 
also shipped to all parts of the world. 

The beautiful altar, chancel, choir-stalls, 
pulpit, and other furnishings of our Theo- 
logical Seminary Chapel at Lancaster were 
carved and erected by carpenters and cab- 
inet-makers from Oberammergau, some of 
whom have taken prominent parts in the 
Passion Play. 

In 1633, almost three hundred years ago, 
the village of Oberammergau was stricken 
with the scourge called the Black Death. 
Although the village had only about 250 


inhabitants at that time, more than half 
of them died from the plague. The remain- 
ing inhabitants engaged in prayer and 


worship and asked God to stay the scourge, 
after which not died. As an 
expression of gratitude for the stopping of 
the plague and the saving of their lives, 
the surviving inhabitants vowed to God 
that they would enact the Passion and 
Death of Christ every ten years. The first 
performance was given in 1634, and the 
Play was repeated every ten years until 
1674, after which the dates were changed 
so as to fall on decimal years, that is, years 


one more 


16 


which can be divided by ten. From 1680 
the performance has been faithfully given 
every ten years, except in 1870, when the 
Franco-Prussian War interfered, and in 
1920, when the unsettled conditions fol- 
lowing the World War made it impractic- 
able. But the Play was given in 1922, 
when it was produced sixty-one times. 
The even date was resumed this year. A 
special rendition of the Play will probably 
be given in 1933, which will be the three 
hundredth anniversary of the vow, or in 
1934, the tercentenary of the first perform- 
ance, 

The earliest text of the Play in exist- 
ence was written in 1662, most lkely by 
the monks of Ettal, a monastery situated 
a few miles away from Oberammergau. The 
text is slightly revised every ten years. 
The music which is now used in connection 
with the Play was composed in 1814. 

The persons who take part in the Pas- 
sion Play are selected by a committee con- 
sisting of the village priest, village burgo- 
master, village council, and members cuos- 
en by popular vote. Only natives of the 
village are chosen, and they must be of a 
noble character and must be qualified to 
enact the role for which they are chosen. 
Over seven hundred persons take part in 
the production of the Play, including an 
orchestra of fifty players and a chorus of 
forty-six singers. 

The characters in the Play are not per- 
mitted to use any sort of stage make-up, 
and consequently they start growing beards 
and letting their hair grow from a year 
and a half to two years before the season 
of the play. 

The season opens on the first Sunday in 
May, and the Play is given every Sunday 
during the summer, with two or three extra 
performances during the week. The Play 
begins at eight o’clock in the morning and 
continues eight hours, with a short inter- 
mission at noon. There are eighteen acts 
and a number of tableaux. 

Each act is prefaced by an orchestral 
selection and a choral anthem, followed by 
a tableau, based on the Old Testament, 
which serves as the introduction of the 
subject of the act. For instance: the scene 
in which the crucifixion is enacted is pre- 
ceded by a tableau showing Abraham in 
the act of offering up Isaac. 


The acts are given on a large open-air 
platform which is faced by the audience. 
The seating capacity is about 5,300. More 
than 300,000 persons have witnessed the 
production in a season. 


It is a mistake to think of the Passion 
Play as a mere dramatic performance. It 
is really a religious service, given in ful- 
fillment of a vow made nearly three hun- 
dred years ago. The characters enact their 
parts with the deepest reverence and with 
religious devotion! During the years be- 
tween the rendering of the Passion Play 
performances of many classics are given 
for training prospective players. 

Nor is the Passion Play a money-making 
scheme. The admission fee is only a nomi- 
nal one. The leading players receive only 
$350 for the season, and the other players 
are paid in proportion to the value of their 
parts. 

The proceeds of the season are divided 
into four equal parts. One-fourth is used 
in the preparation of the Play; one-fourth 
is applied to furnishing homes for visitors; 
one-fourth goes to the Church; and the 
remaining fourth is distributed among the 
players. 

The devotion of these people to their 
Play is shown by their refusal to permit 
motion picture companies to film the 
drama, even though the village was offered 
$1,500,000 for_the film rights. They will 
not allow that. to be commercialized which 
to them is as sacred as any act of wor- 
ship. 

The closing scenes of our Saviour’s life, 
which are presented in the acts of the 
Passion Play, are sacred to every Christian, 
and many of those who witness the Play 
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THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


The cat pounces upon the mouse, 
yet no one would be so sorry as the 
cat were the supply of mice to fail. 
So it is with the chronic fault-finder. 


are moved to tears and others are so deep- 
ly impressed that they become Christians. 


“This have I done for thee; 
What wilt thou do for Me?” 


The rain is raining all around; 
It rains on roads and streets, 
On highways and on boulevards, 
And those in rumble seats. 
Judge. 


Box 


ANSWERS TO—MAKE 10 WORDS OUT 
OF THESE 20, No. 8 


Puzzle 


1. Boatswain 6. Hairbrush 
2. Sapling 7. Barberry 
3. Henceforth 8. Tendon 

4. Happen 9. Likewise 
5. Hindmost 10. Legate 


BEHEAD THE MISSING WORDS, No. 1 


Behead each missing word once or twice 
—as indicated—to find the next missing 
word. 

1. As he entered the 
ly his coat. 
in his pocket. 
2. He acknowledged that he had been 
in the game. But after he had 
his dinner, he brought (2) 

oranges. 


he accidental- 
He had a lump of 


3. They went out into the and 
looked for Enoch Not finding 
him they retired to their (2) 

4. Her pet lamb would often from 


home. She would often make her dog 
watch it until the last of 
the sun disappeared. 
5. He was so busy putting on his 
roof that it grew before he 
his supper. 
6. They were fishing for , but the 


owner of the meadow put them to 


» and they went. 
7. You should have heard her when 
she split the She used a 
of paper napkins mopping it up. 
8. When his ignition failed to , he 


decided to his car. It was rain- 
ing and he sought refuge in his 


A. M. S&S. 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alienne S. De Chant 


Five letters, beginning with “C” bring 
back (along with many others), five 
memories: 


C oolies carrying water up the steep hill 
from Tung Ting Lake—water to be 
boiled for cooking, for drinking, for 
brushing teeth, for baths 


H eat, not from a furnace but from tin 
stoves in as few rooms as we can 
manage 


Ice-cream onece—when Eastview Boys’ 
School made a Chinese snow-man 


No fresh milk—just powdered Klim for 
babies, and Carnation cream for cook- 


ing 
Apples once, in tarts—apples sent all the 


way from California to Evangelical 
missionaries, who shared them with us. 


MESSENGER 


DECEMBER 4, 1930 


What a DREAM COME TRUE there- 
fore, the new Missionary Home at Laneas- 
ter, Pennsylvania, will be to “Nana” 
(Grandma) Hoy or a “single” nurse, evan- 
gelist or doctor, and to a missionary fam- 
ily—home for a year—when they spy the 
oil burner, the tiled bathrooms and spar- 
kling kitchen spigots; refrigerators that 
can hold all the fresh milk the mission 
baby needs; apples, too, and. ..and... 
Kelvinator-made ice-cream! Ah! Your 
Birthday Lady just cannot find words fine 
enough to tell how proud I am of this 
glorious new gift the Mission Bands, the 
Girls’ Guilds and the Woman’s Missionary 
Societies of Eastern Synod have given to 
our missionaries! Oh! The warmth of the 
fireplace; the rich tone of the piano; the 
gleam of the floors; the “comfyness” of the 
bedrooms, with closets and bureau draw- 
ers filled with quilts, blankets, and em- 
broidered pillow cases; and the lustre of 
the dishes in the dining-room, and the 
snowiness of the linens! And how the loy- 
ers of cryptomeria trees, of bamboo groves, 
of cherry blossoms and of chrysanthemums, 
will rejoice in the landscape gardening 
Mr. Muller, of Norristown’s DeKalb nurs- 
eries, has done there! And the home has 
a caretaker—Mrs. E. M. Ault, 946 Vir- 
ginia avenue—“Nana” Hoy’s sister-in-law, 
who will gladly show us around—the Lady 
of the Keys. 


LIKE SHIPS AT SEA 


“Ships that pass in the night, and speak 
each other in passing.”—Longfellow. 


Each man is like a ship at sea, 
On his way towards Eternity. 
We sail across life’s troubled main 
To fruitful ports we hope to gain; 
And some reach home, and some are 
_ wrecked 
Upon the shoals of grim neglect; 
And some are lost in storms of care, 
And some go down in deep despair. 
So let us always speak each other; 
As ship does ship, so man to brother. 


The way is long, the night is dark, 

The hidden shoal may wreck the bark, 
So give the signal and the sign 

That marks the true fraternal line. 
This we may do ere we are gone, 

We speak, we hail, and then pass on. 


—Ex. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


JUNIOR LOSES HIS COAT 
By Lenora Bailey 


“Junior Wells, where is your coat?”. 
asked Mrs. Wells as five-year-old Junior 
rushed in after school bareheaded and 
coatless. 

“T lost it, Mother, and my cap, too,” 
breathlessly explained the son. 

“Tost them?” 

“Yes, and Mr. Richards and I just look- 
ed and looked for them all over the school 
grounds and in the cafeteria and the kind- 
ergarten room and every place, but we 
couldn’t find them, so Mr. Richards brought 
me home in his car so I wouldn’t get cold.” 

“Well, I don’t see how on earth you 
could lose your clothes like that up there 
at school. Look here, Junior Wells, are 
you telling me the truth?” 

“Honestly, Mother. Didn’t you hear the 
car stop in front when Mr. Richards let me 
out?” 


“T}l.go to school in the morning and 
find out all about this.” ’ 
The next morning Mrs. Wells accom- 
panied her son to school. They went to 
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the office of Mr, Richards, the principal 
of the building. He explained that Junior 
had come to him after school the day be- 
fore and reported his cap and coat miss- 
ing. His teacher had gone, so the princi- 
pal had assisted in a search which had not 
been successful, 

Mrs. Wall, the kindergarten teacher, was 
called to the office but she could not ex- 
plain the occurrence to the disturbed 
mother. She thought Junior had left with 
the other children, properly clothed. 

“Junior, why didn’t you place your coat 
and cap in your locker as you always have 
done so nicely?” she inquired of her little 
pupil. 

“T did,” was the unexpected answer. 

“Who took them out?” 

“T don’t think anybody did,” was the 
still less expected reply. 

The three adults exchanged glances, 
then with Junior they marched down the 
hall to the locker. They waited while he 
<almly opened the door and brought to 
sight the coat and cap under discussion. 

“Why did you say your things were 
lost?” asked the mother. 

“T thought they were lost,’ replied the 
boy somewhat sullenly. 


“Tm sorry, Myr. Richards, that this 
should have happened. Tl admit I was 
inclined to be a little resentful, thinking 
some of you had been careless but . . .” 


“Pardon me for interrupting you just a 
minute,” replied the principal. “Mrs, Wall, 
will you and Junior go to the kindergarten 
now? And Mrs. Wells, will you please 
come to the office? 


“The reason I interrupted you a few 
minutes ago,” he continued after they were 
seated, “was to keep you from uttering a 
hastily formed judgment on your son’s 
actions. 

“Tm not sure,” he went on, “just what, 
in Junior’s world, demanded that his coat 
and cap be lost, but something did and to 
him it was real. He wasn’t telling false- 
hoods according to his understanding 
though from our adult viewpoint his be- 
havior. was quite inexcusable. We are 
inclined often to forget that children live 
in worlds of their own and have altogether 
different standards and demands than they 
will have when they get older and more 
mature. All this merely means that we, 
as parents, must learn to judge and evalu- 
ate from the standpoint of the child’s de- 
velopment. When we investigate, we find 
nine times out of ten, that the child is 
living up to some childish demand, but the 
parents must, of course, be careful not to 
judge other children or teachers on the 
child’s testimony at this period.” 


Mrs. Wall then entered, and explained 
the mystery by saying they had read a 
story the previous day in which one of the 
minor events concerned a little boy who 
had lost his coat. 


“Well, I do declare! What shall I do 
with that boy!” exclaimed his mother. 


“Please be wise and do nothing with 
regard to this particular occurrence,” ad- 
vised the principle. “It was just a neces- 
sary incident in the boy’s life. Little by 
little, without questioning his truthfulness, 
show him the difference between the ac- 
tual and the imaginary. Be patient and 
careful and he will gradually get the cor- 
rect viewpoint.” 


“There is nothing clearer to the student 
of child psychology than the fact of the 
tremendous value of ‘pre-school’ education. 
Present research is emphasizing the impor- 
tance of this phase of education as it has 
never been emphasized before. By all 
means let’s have more kindergartens in 
Utah!”—H. C. Snell, Head, Department of 
Education, Snow College, Ephraim, Utah. 


The National Kindergarten Association, 
8 West Fortieth Street, New York, will 
assist anyone wishing to have a kinder- 
garten opened in a public school. Write 
for advice aand leaflets. 
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CHURCH 


NOMINATED FOR REPRINT 


Mr. William Allen White rises to nomi- 
nate a song of the wheat belt by a Kansas 
girl, Marion Ellet, who grew up on the 
prairies. He found it in “The Concordia 
Blade,’ and gives it a start on the road 
to immortality by reprinting it in “The 
Emporia Gazette.” In its scant score of 
short sentences— is a song in prose—is 
genuine poetic feeling for the beauty of 
the wheat fields: 

“The sea is tumultuous always, lashing 
in fury at its confines, restless even in its 
quiet days. And the mountains are ter- 
rible with storm. But in the fields of 
wheat, when the wind takes them, there 
is peace. Slowly they move, ripple upon 
ripple of green changing to gold. Un- 
troubled, without haste. What will be 
will be. The twilight will be. The har- 
vest will be. Summer, Winter and an- 


A LEAF 


Every Spring 

New leaves do come, 
We marvel how 
Each leaf is spun. 
Every Fall 

Each leaf doth go, 
To sleep beneath 
The Winter’s snow. 


In Summer time 

It fadeth not, 

In Autumn time 

Its doom is wrought; 
In Spring is green, 
In Fall is gold, 

All leaves that come 
A rapture hold. 


No one doth know 
How God doth spin, 
How He doth weave 
Its beauty in. 

The leaves all fall 
When race is run, 
God picks them up— 
New ones are spun. 


His shuttle flies 
Across His loom, 
Pictures weaving 
Of sheen and bloom; 
And on and on, 
Down thru the vale, 
God’s mystery 

Will still prevail. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Md. 


other Spring will be. 

“Here the gold of the wheat turns to 
warm rose in the light of the lowering 
sun. There the waves break against a 
fence, noiselessly as green surf might 
break in a dream. Here a cloud shadow 
passes, sinister as a premonition of evil 
days. But what will be will be. And the 
wheat flows endlessly, inevitably toward 
fruition,” 


PUTTING HIS FOOT DOWN 


Curiosity—“Did you give your wife that 
little lecture on economy you _ talked 
about?” 

Domesticity—“Yes.” 

Curiosity—“Any results?” 

Domesticity—“‘I’ve got to give up smok- 
ing.” —Tit-Bits. 


Prison Chaplain (to prisoner about to be 
discharged: “Now, my man, try to remem- 
ber what I said in my sermon last Sunday, 
and make up your mind never to return to 
this place.” 

Prisoner (deeply moved): “Guv’nor, no 
man who ever ’eard you preach would want 
to come back ’ere again.’”’—Tit-Bits. 


MESSENGER 17 


The Family Altar 


By A. W. Krampe, D.D. 


HELP FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 8-14 


Practical Thought: I count all things to 
be loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I suf- 
fered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but refuse, that I may gain Christ. 
Phil. 3:8. 

Memory Hymn: “O Come All Ye Faith- 
ful? 


Monday—Saul’s Early Life 
Acts 22:1-5 

Our readings for this week are centered 
around Saul of Tarsus, who became Paul, 
the great apostle. We do not know much 
about his early life. Our Scripture lesson 
and Phil. 3:5ff. draw aside the curtain and 
give us a few glimpses. We learn from 
these passages that he was born in Tarsus, 
of pious Jewish parents who had him in- 
structed in the law. According to the 
custom he also learned a trade, in his case 
that of tentmaking. Later he was sent to 
Jerusalem and here he came under the in- 
fluence of Gamaliel, one of the most promi- 
nent teachers of the law at that time. 
Then too, he was a Roman citizen, his 
father having obtained citizenship. All 
these factors furnished a favorable basis 
for a broad outlook upon life and the 
world. 

Prayer: O Father, we thank Thee for 
our homes and for Christian parents, for 
Christian training and all the helpful in- 
fluences with which Thou hast surrounded 
us. Help us to show our appreciation by 
lives consecrated to Thy service. Amen. 


Tuesday—Saul’s Conversion 
Acts 22:6-15 

Saul was a zealous and ambitious Phari- 
see. As such he was opposed to the Chris- 
tians whom he considered to be blasphem- 
ers of the Law. He therefore persecuted 
them. He was on his way to Damascus 
“breathing hard, out of threatening and 
murderous desire,’ when the Lord laid 
hold of him. Ever since the stoning of 
Stephen, which Saul had witnessed and 
approved of, the man seems to have been 
fighting against a strange agitation of his 
soul and mind. He could not forget the 
prayer of the sainted martyr. Then came 
the vision and the question: “Why perse- 
eutest thou me?” “This transforming vi- 
sion engraved the face of Jesus upon his 
soul, for in it Jesus was revealed to Saul 
as the Son of God (Gal. 1:12 and 16)”— 
Robinson. This experience was _ over- 
whelming and it changed Saul’s life from 
a persecutor to a missionary. This con- 
version was considered so important that 
Luke gives us three accounts of it in Acts 
9, 22 and 26. 

Prayer: God of our fathers, who trusted 
in Thee and were directed by Thee in all 
their affairs, we thank Thee that Thou art 
still leading men by Thy spirit. Grant 
us grace to heed Thy call. Amen. 


Wednesday—Saul Praying 
Acts 9:10-16 


Saul’s conversion was not really a trans- 
formation from an evil life to a good life. 
He was a religious man of high ideals and 
high moral purpose. The vision on the 
road to Damascus convinced him that he 
was wrong in his attitude towards Jesus 
and the resurrection. He was now con- 
vineed that the crucified Jesus was alive 
and that he had appeared unto him as the 
glorified Son of God. This conviction 
brought about a complete change in him. 
The reluctance of Ananias to go to Saul 
the perseecutor, was overcome by the words: 
“Behold he prayeth.” Saul was a religious 
man — misdirected, but nevertheless sin- 
cere. As such he turned to God in prayer. 
In this case prayer was certainly the soul’s 
sincere desire for more light, for the assur- 
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ance of forgiveness and the waiting for 
further direction as to what to do. 
Prayer: 
Prayer is the contrite sinner’s voice, 
Returning from his ways; 
While angels in their songs rejoice, 
And ery—“Behold, he prays!” Amen. 


Thursday—Paul Preaching 
Acts 9:17-22 

The Master had sent Ananias, a devout 
disciple, to Saul, who laying his hands on 
Saul greeted him as a brother and re- 
stored his sight unto him: Saul arose, was 
baptized, took food and was strengthened. 
The gift of the Holy Spirit assured him 
of Divine forgiveness. He immediately 
offered himself for service for: “Straight- 
way in the synagogues he proclaimed Jesus, 
that He is the Son of God.” His preach- 
ing was convincing, based upon a personal 
experience of the grace of God in Christ. 
As a chosen vessel he now proclaimed the 
unsearchable riches of God in Christ Jesus. 
Today we need men, like Saul, who have 
the courage of their convictions and are 
willing to dedicate their lives in loving 
service to their Master. 

Prayer: Gracious God, we thank Thee 
for the faithful servants who are proclaim- 
ing, Thy truth to men, Bless them in their 
work and help them as witnesses to rightly 
divide the word of truth. Amen. 


Friday—Paul’s Vision 
Acts 16:6-10 

Paul was on his second missionary jour- 
ney. He had with him as companions and 
fellow-laborers, Silas and Timothy and with 
them he had moved westward and reached 
Troas. Here he had the vision of a man 
saying: “Come over into Macedonia and 
help us.” For a man like Paul, who had 
placed himself entirely under divine direc- 
tion, such a call was an unmistakable indi- 
cation of the will of God. Immediately he 
obeyed and with his companions (Luke 
having joined them at Troas) he came to 
Philippi. This was the beginning of the 
evangelization of Europe. The great apos- 
tle now had a definite piece of work before 
him and while the journey was not one 
continuous march to victory, nevertheless 
the work of these four missionary evan- 
gelists was crowned with success. The gos- 
pel got a foothold in Europe. A Church 
was later organized at Philippi—a Church 
which Paul called his joy and crown. Phil. 
4-1. 

Prayer: Thou, O God, has provided for 
the redemption of a lost world in Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, and hast entrusted the 
ministry of reconciliation unto Thy 
Church. Help us, as members of Thy 
Church to answer the call for help. Amen. 


Saturday—Paul Persecuted 
Acts 21:27-36 

At the advice of the leaders of the 
Church in Jerusalem Paul agreed to pay 
the expenses of four men who had under- 
taken a vow, and with them he submitted 
to the purifying rites. This was to dis- 
prove the false reports about Paul’s atti- 
tude to the law and in this way he was 
to coneiliate the hatred of the Jews. This 
conciliatory policy failed. Paul was seized 
and beaten by a frenzied mob of the Jews, 
rescued, however, by the Roman soldiers 
and placed under arrest. This was the 
beginning of his imprisonment which last- 
ed several years and brought him finally to 
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Rome. He suffered persecution for right- 
eousness sake. He was loyal to the end 
and even in his persecution, he was a 
faithful witness of his Master at whose 
hands he received the crown of life. 
Prayer: 
“O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast; 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last, 
And our eternal home.” Amen. 


Sunday—Isaiah’s Call 
Isa. 6:1-8 


For the past few days we have been 
thinking of the apostle Paul, the chosen 
vessel of the Lord. As he was called of 
God so were other great prophets like 
Moses, Ezekiel and Isaiah called. God 
revealed Himself to them in a wonderful 
way and they recorded that inner expe- 
rience in words, that we might understand. 
Isaiah has a glimpse of the greatness and 
glory of God. His train filled the temple 
and the seraphim, who were in attendance 
covered their faces and cried one to an- 
other: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, the 
whole earth is full of His glory.” The ef- 
fect of this vision on Isaiah was, that he 
felt his sinfulness as never before. He 
made confession and a cleansing followed. 
Then came the call—“Whom shall I send,” 
and the prophet answered: “Here am I, 
send me.” Thus God calls and prepares 
His servants. 

Prayer: May this day of worship, our 
God and Father give us a clearer vision of 
Thee. Give us Thy Spirit in an ever in- 
creasing measure. May what we hear to- 
day help us to live better lives. May we 
ever follow in the steps of our Master. 
Cleanse us and keep us in Thy Love. Amen. 


“It is the duty of everyone to make at 
least one person happy during the week,” 
said a Sunday School teacher. “Have you 
done so, Freddy?” “Yes,” said Freddy 
promptly. “That’s right. What did you 
do?” “I went to see my aunt, and she 
was happy when I went home.” 

—tThe Christian Register. 


The Coral Polyp 


By Clare MacDermott 


This is the story of a little Coral Polyp 
that lived with its family many fathoms 
down on the ocean’s bed. The Polyp, which 
is spelled p-o-l-y-p, meaning “many in one,” 
is really ‘the little animal from which 
coral is made. The Little Coral of whom 
I speak lived very happily with his family 
at the bottom of the sea. In fact, they 
all grew on one stem and resembled a 
beautiful Coral flower. One day, however, 
the Little Coral found out that there was 
another world besides the ocean world in 
which he lived. It happened that a large, 
heavy object fell to the bottom of the sea 
right in front of his home. Like most 
little boys and girls, the Little Coral was 
very curious. He made up his mind to ask 
his neighbors, the fishes, what it was. Not 
long after, a large starfish swam past in 
search of an oyster bed. 

“Mr. Starfish,” he inquired, “what is 
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that large, heavy object just in front of 
me?” 

“An anchor,” replied Mr. Starfish. 

“What is an anchor?” asked the curious 
Little Coral. 

“An anchor belongs to a ship,’ snapped 
Mr. Starfish, hurrying away, as he was 
anxious for his supper. 

The Little Coral decided that he would 
wait until after his own supper and then 
try again. The supper of a coral Polyp is 
very different from ours. He has little 
Waving arms or tenacles that reach out and 
grasp his food, composed of slimy sub- 
stances floating round on the ocean, This 
he secretes and builds round his body like 
a shell. Soon after the Little Coral fin- 
ished his supper, a beautiful Flounder 
swam past on one side—the way that 
Flounders swim, 

“Mr. Flounder,” asked the Little Coral, 
“what is a ship?” 

Mr. Flounder was taken by surprise. He 
blinked both his eyes which, as you may 
know, grow on one side of his head, and 
answered: 

“A ship—er—er—is something built out 
of wood and steel, in which people sail.” 
He then swam hastily away, in case the 
Little Coral should ask him a question he 
couldn’t answer. 

The poor Little Coral was still at a loss, 
for he didn’t know what Mr. Flounder 
meant. He probably would have been 
wondering until this day, only that a good- 
natured Lobster crawled up. 

“Mr. Lobster,’ he cried, “please tell me 
what a ship is!” 


Mr. Lobster, who was very old and wise, 


told him all about ships, and the people 
who built them and lived in the world 
above. The Little Coral listened and be- 
came very anxious to see the wonders de- 
scribed to him. 

“Yd stay right here, if I were you,” 
said the sensible Mr. Lobster, who was 
well content with the sea bottom, “The 
people up there have their work to do, 
and your work is here helping to build 
coral islands.” 

But the Little Coral continued to he 
dissatisfied and constantly longed to see 
the world far above him. 

One day, when he and his family were 
talking, as usual, about the land they had 
never seen, a diver suddenly appeared and 
dragged them from their home up to the 
top of the ocean with hin. 

“See what a lovely Coral flower I have 
found!” he said to his companions. But as 
the tiny marine builders cannot live above 
the surface of the water, the Little Coral 
never knew that his wish had been grati- 
fied. 

What happened to the Little Coral shows 
us that we often long for things we should 
not have. It would have been better for 
him if he’ had remained in his own home 
at the bottom of the ocean. : 

The diver, however, was pleased with 
his find, and sold it to a jeweler. The 
jeweler made it into a necklace, and gave 
it to his own little daughter Dorothy. 
Dorothy, a pretty little girl with lips as 
red as her necklace, wore it happily. One 
day she said: 

“Daddy, I wonder how this Coral come 
to be made into my necklace!” 

The Little Coral, of course, could not 
tell her, but some day she may read this 
story and find out. 


(All rights reserved.) 
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Announcement has been made from the 
Ford offices that the company is spending 
$60,000,000 for new plants and improye- 


ments of present plants in this country and 
in foreign branches and associated com- 
panies. 


Clarence D. Clark, former United States 
Senator from Wyoming, died at Evanston, 
Wyo., Nov. 18. He was 79 years old. 


At Bethany, Oklahoma, a tornado struck 
the settlement Nov. 19, killing 17 persons, 
injuring 100 and levelling the eastern half 
of the village, which is chiefly populated 
by members of the Church of the Nazarene. 

The crew of the Swedish freighter 
Ovidia, consisting of Captain Carlson, his 
wife and 26 men, were rescued Nov. 19 
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from their sinking ship by the Cunarder 
Mauretania, 1,100 miles east of the Am- 
brose Lightship in a strong wind and a 
high sea. At the same time 580 men and 
women were taken off the British steam- 
ship Highland Hope of the Nelson Line 
in lifeboats after their vessel went on the 
rocks near the mouth of the Tagus, 
Portugal. 

An appeal from California grapegrowers 
for Federal protection against gangsters 
who are alleged to be menacing the sale 
of a new grape juice has been made to the 
Department of Justice and announcement 
by the Anti-Saloon League of a new cam- 
paign in support of the 18th Amendment 


Your Church deserves 
the Best . ... 


There has been a certain tendency to 
lower the quality of Furniture for the 
Church — especially in the Seating. 
DeLong pledges that this organization 
will continue to embody the quality of 
materials and craftsmanship which dis- 
tinguishes the furniture it has produced 


were recent development in the Prohibition 
situation, 

President Hoover called Noy. 19 at the 
Conference on Child Health and Protec- 
tion, for the mobilization of the best 
thought of the nation to prepare a program 
to fit the nation’s youth for “a complexity 
of life for which there is no precedent.” 
The President spoke in Constitution Hall 
at Washington before 1,200 delegates. 

Choice of a writer for the inscription to 
be graven on the colossal Mount Rushmore 
Memorial near Rapid City, S. D., has been 
postponed for a year by the National Me- 
morial Commission. Former President 
Calvin Coolidge was invited by Gutzon 
Borglum, the sculptor, to write the in- 
scription which was to be a 500 carved 
word history of the United States. The 
sculptor edited Coolidge’s text, and Mr. 
Coolidge withdrew. 

With ten bodies recovered and more 
than twenty reported missing, workers 
searched debris piled by the flood which 
swept Northern Honolulu Noy. 19. The 
damage may reach $150,000. The voleano 
Kilauea, on the Island of Hawaii, has 
erupted. It has been quiescent since Aug- 
ust, 1929. 


Eighteen priests of the Spanish Augus- 
tinian Order stationed in Hunan, China, 
are reported missing. Five are held for 
ransom and the remainder are believed to 
have been killed. 


Attorney General Mitchell has made 
known that the Federal Government is 
warring energetically against racketeers 
and gangsters in the larger cities through- 
out the United States, and especially in 
Chicago, headquarters of some of the 
largest and most extensive gangs with 
which the authorities have to deal. 


India’s 5,000-year-old caste system is 
breaking down in London. Brahmans and 
other high-caste Hindu delegates to the 
round-table conference have made an 
agreement in writing that the “untouch- 
ables” shall have political equality in pro- 
portion to their numbers, in the Constitu- 
tion which is to be demanded from Great 
Britain as the organic law of an auto- 
nomous India. The number of the un- 
touchables are 43,000,000 all told or about 
19 per cent of the entire Hindu community. 


The National Geographic Society will co- 
operate with Georges-Marie Haardt, of 
Paris, in sending scientists in a dozen 
fields to span 5,000 miles of least-known 
Asia from Beirut, Syria, to Peking, China, 
and the return across 8,000 miles more of 
a southern route. They will visit Marco 
Polo’s countries. 


Endorsement of the basie principle of 
the six-hour day with no reduction in 
present daily wage rates based on the 
eight-hour day, has been voted by the 700 
general chairmen of the “Big Four” Rail- 
road brotherhoods and the Switchmen’s 
Union of America to alleviate unemploy- 
ment among their 375,000 members. 


An earthquake visited Albania Noy. 21, 
causing more than 900 houses to collapse 
and killing 50 people. The greatest dam- 
age was done in the town of Valona. 


A three-day overseas mail service is be- 
ing projected by new United States Liners 
which will launch planes far at sea. It is 
estimated that these new ships will cost 
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for many notable churches. 


Folder, illustrating the features of a 
Church Pew necessary to permanent 
comfort and satisfaction, on request. 
Address Dept. C, DeLong Furniture 
Co., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia. 


$30,000,000 each, and will be equipped with 
catapults with which fast long-distance 
mail planes can be launched from 600 to 
1,000 miles at sea. 

Many persons were drowned in a rail- 
way wreck in France Nov. 21, when the 
train fell into Loire near Ancenis. No 
Americans have been reported in the 
tragedy. 

President Hoover has opposed a change 
in the sinking fund law solely to retain 
tax cut. He holds the plan is unsound and 
wants retirements of debt continued as a 
safe policy. $2,124,619,000 of securities 
are to be retired before June 30. The Noy. 
19 receipts are $191,000,000 below the 
mark a year ago, while government expen- 
ditures rise. 

Superintendents of the various reserva- 
tions are of the opinion that the Indian 
has advanced sufficiently in civilization to 
be made subject to State laws, the Board 
of Indian Commissioners declared in its 
annual report recently to the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

Mrs. Barbara Munro Schurman, wife of 
Jacob Schurman, former Ambassador to 
Germany, died Noy. 21 at her home in 
Bedford, N. Y., after a brief illness of 
pneumonia. 

A dispatch from Brussels has announced 
that important helium supplies sufficient 
to offer some competition to American 
sources of the gas which is used for the 
inflation of dirigibles, had been found in 
the Belgian Congo. 

Advocating the prompt adherence of the 
United States to the World Court, 100 
prominent Americans have urged Presi- 
dent Hoover, in a letter made public by 
Everett Colby, to submit the protocols to 
the Senate with a request for prompt rati- 
fication. 

Grave tension along the German-Polish 
frontier and threats of international com- 
plications caused the cabinet of Chancellor 
Heinrich Bruening to meet Noy. 24 to dis- 
cuss recent developments. Reliable advices 
from the Silesian border said German fron- 
tier inhabitants had been greatly excited 
by reports of outrages inflicted on Ger- 
man residents of Polish Silesia. 

Ten of the largest motion picture pro- 
ducers in the country and thirty-two film 
distributing boards handling 98 per cent 
of the film output were held guilty of vio- 
lating the Sherman anti-trust law in two 
decisions rendered by the Supreme Court 
Nov. 24. 

J. P. Morgan received from Oxford Uni- 
versity Nov. 24 the honorary degree of 
Doetor of Civil Laws, which is the highest 
honor the university can bestow. 


Re ey 


11.102.664 


copies of Bibles, Testaments 
and Portions were distributed 
by the American Bible Society 
in 179 languages last year. 


“Who can tell the pleasure, 
Who recount the treasure, 
By Thy Word imparted 
To the eager-hearted ?”’ 


The fourfold service of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society in translating, 
publishing and distributing the 
Scriptures and providing embossed 
Scriptures for the Blind is de- 
scribed in the booklet ““The What, 
Where and Why of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society.’’ Write for it. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York, N. Y. 


New regulations have been issued by 
Secretary Mellon to carry out a provision 
of the tariff act barring the importation 
of convict-made goods. Officials deny new 
regulations are aimed at barring Russian 
goods except convict-made. All countries 
fare alike. 

With Washington in a receptive mood 
toward resuming discussions on implement- 
ing the Briand-Kellogg anti-war pact, 
Paris and London both have evinced in- 
terest in assertions at Geneva that action 
along that line could be expected soon. 


If you are interested in 
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send for our new catalog, “The book- 
shelf for boys and girls. A carefully 
selected list of the best books, old 
and new, classified and described by 
experts on children’s reading.” This 
is a 64 page illustrated catalog. Ap- 


propriate for Christmas buying and 
an invaluable guide for those inter- 
ested in starting or replenishing the 
Church School library. 


Board of Christian Education of the 
Reformed Church in the U. §. 


1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Third Sunday in Advent 
December 14, 1930 


Saul of Tarsus 
Acts 22:3-15 


Golden Text: I count all things to be 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom [I suf- 
fered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but refuse, that I may gain Christ. 
Philippians 3:8. 

Lesson Outline: 1. Preparation. 2. 
Crisis. 3, Consummation, 

The apostolic career of Paul begins with 
his conversion, one of the most momentous 
events in the history of mankind. Besides 
many significant allusions to it in the 
Epistles, we have three separate accounts 
of it in the Book of Acts. The first one 
was written by Luke, Paul’s traveling com- 
panion (Acts 9:1-19). The others are 
woven into Pauline addresses; the one, to 
a raging mob in the temple court (Acts 
22); and the other, at Caesarea in his de- 
fense before Agrippa (Acts 26). 

Divergent in details, these narratives 
agree in substance. They report the radi- 
eal and permanent transformation of the 
relentless persecutor Saul into the fiery 
preacher Paul. Midway in his mad career 
he had a tremendously vivid and real ex- 
perience of the redemptive power of Jesus 
Christ. 

I. Preparation. Paul must be numbered 
among the greatest men in history, if great- 
ness is measured by abiding influence. And 
his greatness lay wholly within the sphere 
of religion. He was a religious genius. 

His thorough training in the _ best 
Pharisaie schools made him intensely anti- 
Christian. He hated the new religion 
‘passionately, as being subversive of the 
faith of his fathers, and he persecuted its 
adherents without mercy. Thus he aided 
and abetted the murder of Stephen. He 
played a leading role in the ensuing per- 
secution. He laid waste the Church. He 
shut up the saints in prison. He cast his 
judicial vote in the Sanhedrin for their 
death. And, finally, Saul crowned his mad 
career by becoming the inquisitor-at-large. 
Not content with ravaging the Church in 
Judea, his fanatical zeal sought its victims 
in the adjoining provinces. “Breathing 
threatening and slaughter against the dis- 
ciples of the Lord,” he proceeded to 
Damascus. 

Certainly, as we read this blood-stained 
page of Paul’s life, we are justified in the 
conclusion that his early career took him 
farther and farther away from Christ and 
His salvation. It was a gradual descent 
into the pit of hatred of all that bore the 
name of Christ. 

But, fiercely as Saul fought against the 
Nazarene, a far more devouring conflict 
was raging within his own bosom. He was 
a profoundly religious man, seeking right- 
eousness and peace and joy by the seru- 
pulous observance of the Mosaic laws and 
ordinances. He sought salvation with all 
his might and main, after the manner of 
the strictest sect of the Pharisees. But 
the harder he tried, the more he failed. 
The way of the law led him to despair, not 
to peace and joy. It crushed him beneath 
its impossible burden. Unconsciously his 
bruised soul was being prepared for the 
glad tidings proclaimed by Jesus. 

This negative preparation for a truly 
Christian salvation is an experience shared, 
in some form, by all men who find in Christ 
the way of life. They seek money, pleas- 


ure, fame, power—all the treasures and 
glories of the material and human world. 
But they fail utterly to find satisfaction, 
even as Saul failed in spite of his passion- 
ate fidelity to the rites and ordinances of 
the Pharisees. Satiety and disillusionment 
are their only reward. Their soul starves 
and cries out for other food. It is made 
for fellowship with God. In Him alone 
ean men find their completion and satis- 
faction. In Him alone ean the soul find 
its resting place. 

But to this negative experience of the 
utter futility of all his striving, which Paul 
himself describes so vividly in his subse- 
quent writings, we must add a more posi- 
tive preparation for his conversion. Though 
apparently sudden, it was by no means 
catastrophic, All revolutions, whether in 
the sphere of nature, the realm of history, 
or in the soul of man, burst into sight with 
startling suddenness. But there is always 
a silent preparation that may escape our 
attention and defy our explanation. 

Who can doubt that the prayer of the 
dying Stephen entered the heart of Saul 
like a two-edged sword? Augustine said, 
“If Stephen had not prayed, the Church 
would never have had Paul.” It may well 
be that at Stephen’s martyrdom the strug- 
gle began in Saul that ended with his full 
surrender to Christ. For it was manifest 
that this martyred saint possessed the very 
peace and joy that Saul had failed to find 
in his legalistic religion. It transfigured 
him in the hour of his eruel death. 

And when Saul left Jerusalem on his 
embassy of destruction and death, he was 
troubled in his heart by the Christlike 
spirit and character of the men he perse- 
euted. On that long journey, though he 
knew it not, the Spirit of God was at work 
within him. For a long time, now, he had 
been “kicking against the goad.” That 
goad was the Pharisaic legalism which Saul 
regarded as the revealed will of God and 
the only way of salvation. But his zeal 
for its observance only increased his spir- 
itual unrest and despair. Thus he was 
being wounded by the very goad that urged 
him on. 

And, so, step by step, Saul was being 
led away from the empty husks of Jewish 
legalism to the milk and meat of the gos- 
pel. We cannot trace his transition in 
detail. The full secret of it was locked 
in Saul’s soul. Finally, when he had found 
salvation through Christ, he gave God the 
glory and the praise for it all. And it was 
God’s work, not any man’s. Yet there was 
no magic in it. Observation and medita- 
tion, doubt and despair, struggle and de- 
feat, Gamaliel and Stephen—all these, and 
others, were links in the golden chain that 
drew the soul of Saul irresistibly to the 
heart of Christ. Irresistibly? Yes and no! 
No, for God has made us in His own im- 
age, endowing us with moral freedom. We 
are the agents of our destiny. Yes, for no 
man can face Jesus Christ without ac- 
knowledging inwardly the spell of His di- 
vine goodness. He may refuse His claim 
and reject His authority, but he remains 
a marked man ever after. Here lie the 
glory and the tragedy of life. It is God 
who sends visions and voices to us all on 
the path of our life. He is the author and 
finisher of our faith. But it is man who 
must see and hear, hearken and obey. We 
must work out our salvation with fear and 
trembling. 

II. Crisis. Saul left Jerusalem with a 
burning hatred against Christ, and he 
arrived in Damascus a changed man. It is 
a far ery from Saul to Paul, from a per- 
secutor breathing slaughter to a preacher 
breathing prayer. Not many men, per- 
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haps, have experienced quite so radical a 
reversal of life, but millions testify to a 
transformation just as real as Paul’s. Such 
changed men are the final argument for the 
reality and truth of Christ. And they all 
attribute to Christ the power that saved 
them. 

Thus Paul described and explained his 
overmastering experience near Damascus. 
Then and there it had pleased God to re- 
veal the glory of Christ in the soul of 
this conscientious young Pharisee. And 
when he saw it, with the inner eye of his 
soul, as by a burst of light “surpassing the 
brightness of the sun,’ he was blinded by 
its effulgence. 

This spiritual experience of Saul was 
fraught with tremendous consequences. It 
was the most important event in the 
apostolic age. In that changed soul lay 
the germ for a world-wide revolution, And 
we have a most natural desire to know 
and understand every last and least de- 
tail of the miracle that made Saul the 
greatest trophy that Christ had won. But 
the seat and center of it is the soul of 
Saul, which is veiled from our sight. All 
that we can see is the setting of the stage. 
The real forces and factors at work were 
invisibnle and intangible. They were the 
spiritual powers that sway the lives of 
men, 

The one indubitable fact is that it was 
Christ who made a new man of Saul. When 
the persecutor was nearing Damascus, 
troubled in his heart by his memory of 
Stephen and pricked in his conscience by 
the work before him, he came to the crisis 
of his career. He had a vision of the 
glorified Christ, and he heard his pleading 
voice. His companions were blind and 
deaf. They heard nothing and they saw 
no one. But Saul saw the truth and grace 
of God revealed by Christ and inearnate 
in His life. He felt His power. He under- 
stood His purpose. He realized His pres- 
ence. He saw that his despised and re- 
jected Nazarene was, indeed, the Saviour 
of mankind. Thus, by the grace of God, 
Saul died and Paul was born. 

That is, and ever remains, the essence 
of Christian salvation. Through the 
Chureh this eternal Christ continues 
His saving ministry today. The means of 
grace are efficacious in direct proporti 
as they lift up Christ and show Him unto 
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men. The heavenly voice spoke to Saul, 
the chief of sinners, in tender accents of 
love. Jesus’ only argument and accusa- 
tion was a reproachful question. His sole 
weapon was a tender admonition. So 
Christ turned this great soul from sin to 
salvation. And so the Chureh must con- 
tinue His redemptive ministry, by speak- 
ing the truth in tender love, and by trans- 
lating it into winsome lives. 

III. Consummation. The glory of that 
spiritual vision blinded Saul. He fell to 
the ground, and when he arose his eyes 
were dark. But he was a new man, whose 
soul was filled with light. He proceeded 
to Damascus, and there, from the lips of 
Ananias, he heard the words, “Brother 
Saul, receive they sight, and be filled with 
the Holy Ghost.” Thus his conversion was 
consummated. The furious foe became a 
faithful follower of Christ, anointed with 
His Spirit. 

But the real consummation of his con- 
version was his subsequent life. It is sum- 
med up in his words to King Agrippa, 
“Thereupon, I was not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision.” The heroic venture of 
his apostolic life was the full proof that 
his vision of Christ had not been a phan- 
tom of his imagination, but a veritable 
revelation of God. 


“Who are thou Lord,” he had asked, and, 
“What shall I do. Lord?” Those two ques- 


tions controlled his whole subsequent 
career. He answered both of them glori- 
ously. Not by framing sonorous creeds, 


but by living a life filled with love and 
labor for the salvation of men from sin. 

Such a life still remains the one sure 
proot that Jesus is not a phantom but a 
revelation of God. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Dec. 14: How to Make Others Happy 
Ephesians 4:31; 5:1, 2 

The search for happiness, both for our- 
selves and for others, is the supreme quest 
of life. Everybody wants to be happy. No 
one wants to be miserable and yet real 
happiness in life is seldom found. Happi- 
ness is a very elusive thing. It is like a 
will-o’-the-wisp, or like a mirage in the 
desert. The moment you grasp it, it is 
gone and beckons you farther on. It is 
certain that all of us were intended to be 
truly happy. Surely God did not create 
any of us to be sad and miserable and dis- 
contented. It must be because we have 
lost our way or because we are seeking 
happiness in fields where it is not to be 
found that we must go on in life without 
it. The poet has said: 


“Into each life some rain must fall, 
Some days must be dark and dreary.” 


But that is mere poetry; it is not a pre- 
determined fact. Another has said, “Man 
is prone to sorrow as the sparks are to fly 
upward.” But it was a very gloomy and 
pessimistic man who wrote those words. 
We need not be sad and disconsolate. We 
were never intended to be so. The birds 
sing, the lambs skip and play, the brooks 
laugh and dance and sing. All nature 
seems to vie in a rendezvous of merriment. 
Every prospect pleases. Only man is sad, 
and yet he is the crown of creation and 
therefore ought to be the most glad. 


So, as we were intended to be happy 
ourselves, we are expected to make others 
happy. But here again we miserably fail. 
So many of our relationships in life are un- 
happy. We have so many misunderstand- 
ings, so many petty strifes, so many heart- 
aches because of our fellowships, which 
should bring us only peace and joy, instead 
of sadness, 


“Man’s inhumanity to man makes 
countless thousands mourn.” 


I asked someone the other day the ques- 
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happiness this reveals! To be sure, many 
people seek their happiness in the posses- 
sion of things and in the gratification of 
their desires. But surely things in them- 
selves never make us happy. Happiness 
does not consist in the abundance of things 
which a person may possess. Indeed, most 
of the unhappiness of people comes from 
the things that they possess and that 
weigh them down. With a few ex- 
ceptions the possession of things, al- 
ways produces a. hardening of the 
disposition, which is the surest proof 
against happiness. And again, no one can 
be truly and fully happy in the possession 
of things as long as others do not have the 
same. One who can enjoy the outward 
things of life as long as others do not 
possess them must be living a very selfish 
life and selfishness and happiness cannot 
abide under the same roof. 
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Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. [t is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
ae degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
ree. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 
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Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 
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Sciences 
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information to 
EDWARD S. FRETZ, Treasurer 
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not everyone would find satisfaction in 
these things, and consequently for many 
they would contain no happiness. 


Happiness seldom ever comes from the 
outside and it cannot be bestowed upon 
others in an external way. Moreover, it 
cannot be arbitrarily produced. One can- 
not say—now I will be happy, or I am 
going to make somebody else happy. Hap- 
piness is nearly always a by-product in 
life. It comes by way of indirection and 
most generally when we least expect it or 
prepare for it. The road to happiness lies 
within, not without. We find this especial- 
ly in the life of Jesus. He brought joy 
and gladness into others’ lives. He is 
sometimes spoken of as a Man of Sorrows, 
but He was not that. He was a Man of 
profound joy. He often spoke of His joy 
and of His purpose to impart it to others. 
The sacred writer tells us that “for the 
joy that was set before Him He endured 
the cross and despised the shame,” and 
He came to make other people happy. He 
set joy-bells ringing in their souls. He put 
courage into their blood, faith into their 
minds and hope into their hearts. But He 
did not find His joy in the externals of 
life and He did not make others happy in 
any outward way. He had found the 
source of true happiness for Himself, and 
His great purpose in fellowship with others 
was that they might find the same secret 
for their lives. Thus He told them about 
the true meaning of life. He sought to 
bring them into proper relations with God 
and with each other and in thus fulfilling 
the real purpose of God for their lives 
they would find supreme happiness. 


It is along this line that we must find 
the way to make other people happy. We 
must kindle in their hearts a faith in God 
and in the world in which they live which 
will bring rest and assurance and enable 
them to be calm and content amid the out- 
ward storms and stress and strain of life. 
Happiness cannot be transferred from one 
to another like you hand a package to your 
friend. Happiness is not a commodity in 
life. It is the spirit of a life that is lived 
along certain very clearly defined rules. 
If we can give to others a new outlook on 
life, if we can impart to them faith and 
courage and fortitude, if we can bring them 
into proper relations with God, then we 
shall have laid the foundations of happi- 
ness in their hearts. If we can get people 
to understand that happiness lies in un- 
selfish service for others, in ministering in 
kindness and gentleness to other people, 
we shall have set their feet in the right 
direction where happiness may be found. 
A man came to his pastor and asked him, 
“Where is Heaven?” The pastor did not 
enter upon a theological discussion of 
Heaven, but told the man to take a basket 
of food and go out to yonder poor family 
and give them something to eat. The man 
did so and came back and told his pastor 
that he had now found where Heaven was. 
The Psalmist tells us, “In God’s presence 
there is fullness of joy and at His right 
hand there are pleasures forever more.” 
It is, however, only in sharing the mind of 
Christ and in doing the work of Christ 
that we shall find the joy and the pleasure 
of which the Psalmist speaks. In our un- 
selfish efforts to make others happy we 
shall find our own highest happiness. So 
if we can inspire others to render a like 
service we shall make them truly happy. 
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the living body? There is no such thing 
as amateur nursing.” And the experience 
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fourteen of them; one hundred and eight debates 
in twenty-two years—seventy-nine victories and 
twenty-nine defeats. 

For free catalogue write to 
CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 
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bears her out. Never have schools of nurs- 
ing been sought after as today. At Fair- 
view we have a record enrollment of 74, 
the largest number of students in our 22 
years of existence as a school. 


Our nursing service, therefore, is more 
than amply provided for the present pa- 
tient traffic, and the overage we now have 
will be very welcome to patients and doc- 
tors alike when our normal 80 per cent 
occupancy is resumed. Of the 74 students, 
23 are “on probation” till Jan. 15, 1931, 
when, after four trial months, they enter 
the preliminary class. 
school is divided as follows: Intermediate, 
29; Senior, 22. 


The balance of the | 
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A recent patient wrote us under date of 
Nov. 7 the following kind words about our 
work: “During our time spent at the hos- 
pital we received much consideration and 
many favors and courtesies were shown us 
by the nurses and entire staff, which we 
assure you have always been a source of 
pleasure to us and did not lack our appre- 
ciation.” 

There is a temporary decline in hospital 
patients since September 30, traceable to 
the depression, which now, however, seems 
to have reached bottom. As this is writ- 
ten a notable increase in volume can be 
seen in our various services over the vol- 
ume as of Noy. 1. The dispensary, as 
would be expected in a period of unem- 
ployment and under employment, has forg- 
ed far ahead of all other hospital depart- 
ments, showing 789 visits for the month 
of October, which is the largest month in 
the history of this department. 

The writer has been in ten different pul- 
pits in the last four months, supplying for 
Dr. Hagelskamp and Rey. Mr. Fager in 
Akron, and for Dr. Schmidt, Rev. Mr. 
Klein, Dr. Rohrbaugh and Rey. Mr. Rick- 
ard in Cleveland, Rev. Burrichter at Mit- 
tiwanga, as well as for Dr. Kampfhausen, 
of the West 98th Street Evangelical Church 
in Cleveland. In addition, two Sunday 
mornings were occupied in presenting the 
cause of the Community Chest at a Metho- 
dist and again at a Congregational Church, 
which always means combining the sermon 
message with the local Chest issue in such 
a way that worship and inspiration on the 
one hand and the specific cause on the other 
mutually enhance each other. . Accustom- 
ed as one becomes to a new pulpit and the 
strange faces of a new audience, ten pul- 
pits in less than four months furnishes 
quite enough variety, but here, too, a 
change of climate is salutary, especially 
from the standpoint of the health of the 
preacher. The new congregation generally 
inspires and, in this particular instance, 
furnishes the speaker with the opportunity, 
for which he is very grateful indeed, to 
acquaint our Reformed groups with the 
work of Fairview. 

Please write us if there is a place on 
your winter’s program for a hospital ad- 
dress of information and _ inspiration. 
Money will not be even so much as men- 
tioned. The opportunity to meet prospec- 
tive students for the School of Nursing 
will be appreciated. 

Philip Vollmer, Jr. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Peter the Fisherman Philosopher, by John 
Murdoch MacInnis, Ph.D.D., D.Litt. 
Published by Harper and Brothers, New 
York and London. Price, $1.75. 


This book is called by the author, A 
Study in Higher Fundamentalism. Evi- 
dently in the opinion of some of the 
author’s coworkers and contemporaries, the 
grade of Fundamentalism it emphasized 
was a trifle too high for them, for no 
sooner had it been published than it 
aroused their most bitter opposition and 
extreme measures were taken to suppress 
it. Originally published under the auspices 
of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, of 
which Dr. MacInnis was the dean, the 
members of the Institute forthwith pro- 
ceeded to show that the spirit of the Inqui- 
sition had not entirely subsided as yet. 
The author was expelled from the Insti- 
tute, all the copies of the book were burn- 
ed and even the plates were destroyed. It 
reminds us all very much of the days of 
Wyclif and of Tyndale. The reader nat- 
urally wonders what there is about the 
book that is so dangerous and why such 
drastic measures should have been taken 
to keep it out of circulation. The aim 
of the author, as he himself puts it, is “to 
show that Peter was a man of remarkable 
experience and insight and that the funda- 
mental principles of his teachings are in 
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line with some of the truest and deepest 
conclusions of modern thinking.” But that 
may be just where the trouble lies. To 
some of these self-appointed guardians of 
the faith that may make it appear as 
though the author tried to convey the im- 
pression that Peter was a Modernist. It 
is just a trifle difficult for some people 
to understand how there can be even the 
remotest connection between the teaching 
of Scripture and modern thought. The 
two to them seem to have little in com- 
mon. The author, and very correctly so, 
leaves us under the impression that Peter 
was writing for the present as well as for 
the past, and if that conception of Scrip- 
ture were only prevalent to a greater de- 
gree, the Bible would be more of a factor 
in modern life. In the several chapters as 
they succeed one another, the author de- 
velops Peter’s idea of God, his conception 
of the meaning and purpose of the world, 
of the problem of sin and disorder in the 
world, his idea of revelation, of sin, of 
suffering, of salvation, etc. Tremendous 
facts these, upon which the author’s inter- 
pretation of Peter’s Epistles throws more 
than a little light. 
P. A. De Long. 
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W. STUART CRAMER, D.D. 


The Rev. W. Stuart Cramer, D.D., 
pastor of the First Church of Lancaster, 
Pa., for more than a quarter of a century, 
and a leader in his denomination as well as 
in his community’s civie and religious life, 
died suddenly from angina pectoris at his 
home, on the evening of Nov. 6, 1930, at 
the age of 57 years. 

Dr. Cramer had spent Oct. 4 aud 5 in 
New York City, attending a meeting of a 
Commission of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America, of which 
he had been a member for some years, re- 
turning to Lancaster by train. Shortly 
after he reached his home, he was taken 
with severe pain in his chest, and the doc- 
tor was summoned, but restoratives were 
of no avail, and he passed away within 
half an hour. 

Born at Thurmont, Md., April 12, 1873, 
Dr. Cramer was the son of Milton Clay and 
Julia Crouse Cramer. His father was a 
merchant, at one time connected with the 
B. Altman Co., of New York, but deceased 
some years ago. His mother is still liv- 
ing, in Frederick, Md. 

He attended the publie schools in Thur- 
mont, and later prepared for college at 
Lamb’s Academy, Baltimore, Md. He was 
a member of the Third Reformed Church 
of that city, Dr. C. Clever, pastor, and 
there decided to study for the ministry. 

While at Franklin and Marshall, Dr. 
Cramer was a leading member of the 
Diagnothian Literary Society, manager of 
the football team, a soloist in the Glee 
Club, and had a prominent part in campus 
activities. With Prof. C. N. Heller and 
others, he organized the Paradise Club, 
which several years ago secured a charter 
as a chapter of the Kappa Sigma fra- 
ternity, of which he was a leading member. 

After graduation from the college in 
1898, he entered the Theological Seminary 
of the Reformed Church, in Lancaster, 
from which he was graduated in 1901, hav- 
ing won the prize in Chureh History. Dur- 
ing his student years, he sang in several 
Church choirs in Lancaster, where his fine 
tenor voice and attractive personality won 
him many friends. 

When he was graduated from the Theo- 
logical Seminary, Dr. Cramer was elected 
assistant to the Rev. John M. Titzel, D.D., 
pastor of the First Church of Laneaster, 
Pa., for many years, and when Dr. Titzel 
was ineapacitated by illness and made 
pastor emeritus in 1905, Dr, Cramer was 
chosen pastor of the only congregation he 
ever served, 


Christmas Letter Heads 


A delightful new way to express 
Christmas Greetings is to write a note 
or letterhead decorated with appropri- 
ate Christmas designs. All are litho- 
graphed in full colors on heavy writing 
paper, 


Cc. L. No. 7% 


Cc. L. % j4A delightful design of a 
country seat showing four or five houses 
in the distance all covered with snow. 

Size, 6% x 10 inches, with envelope. 
Price, $3.00 for 100. 


Cc. L. 9 The illustration is a typical 
winter scene with a church in the back- 
ground, 


No. 170. Letterhead size 8% 
inches. Lithographed in colors, 
propriate Christmas design of Shep- 
herds, Wise Men and Star. To be used 
with this letterhead envelope No. 818, 
size 44% x 9% inches. The envelope 
contains the lithographed scene of the 
Wise Men and the Star and a scripture 
quotation. The size of the envelope 
necessitates only folding the letterhead 
twice. 

No. 127. Double page letterhead. Size 
when folded 5% x 8% inches. On the 
first page of this letterhead is litho- 
graphed in colors an appropriate Christ- 
mas design of the Manger, the Shep- 
herds and Christmas candles. To be 
used with this letterhead, envelope No. 
152B, size 44% x 5% inches. This en- 
velope is also lithographed in colors 
with a Christmas design and Scripture 
text. 

Prices, with envelopes: 100, $2.35; 500, 
$10.35; 1,000, $19.50. Postage extra. 
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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1505 Race St. Philadelphia, Pa, 


In 1907, Dr. Cramer was married to Miss 
Margaret White Snader, of New Holland, 
Pa., a daughter of the late Hon, Aaron W. 
Snader, member of the Lancaster Bar and 
of the State Legislature. Her mother was 
Sarah Hufmann Snader. Dr. and Mrs. 
Cramer spent 7 months abroad, while Dr. 
Cramer studied for 3 months under Dr. 
Sanday, at Christ Church College, Oxford, 
England, and they later visited the principal 
European cities and cathedrals, where Dr. 
Cramer acquired an intimate knowledge of 
the beauties of Church architecture, on 
which he was an authority, using his artis- 
tie ability in the decoration of his own 
Church. 

About ten years ago, he, with Rev. 
Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D., dedicated the 
Reformed Memorial Church at Chateau- 
Thierry, France, which had been destroyed 
during the World War, and was rebuilt 
as a memorial to the boys of the Reformed 
Church, who died in the service, with con- 
tributions of Reformed people in the 
United States secured by Dr. Cramer. 

Early in his pastorate, Dr. Cramer be- 
came one of the directors of the Lancaster 
Charity Society, now the Community Sery- 
ice Association, and continued to be one 
of its active supporters. He was also one 
of the founders and later the president of 
the Lancaster Playground and Recreation 
Society, and was keenly interested in the 
choral societies popular in Lancaster some 
years ago. 

During the World War, Dr. Cramer was 
granted a leave of absence by his congre- 
gation to engage in the work of the War 
Time Commission of the Federal Council 


of the Churches of Christ in America, He 
was made secretary of this commission, of 
which Dr. William Adams Brown, Dr. 


Harry Emerson Fosdick and Dr. Robert E. 
Speer were leading members, and was 
highly commended for his efficient work. 
In connection with this work, he visited 
and spoke at many soldiers’ camps. Dr. 
Cramer was also executive secretary of the 
National Service Commission of the Re- 
formed Church in the United States, which 
he organized, making thoughtful provision 
for soldiers of his denomination. 

Before the war, Dr. Cramer was relieved 
of pastoral work for nearly a year, al- 
though filling his pulpit in order to assist 
the late Dr. John C. Bowman in securing 
funds for the erection of needed buildings 
of the Theological Seminary. 

A lover of nature and outdoor life, Dr. 
Cramer found much pleasure and inspira- 
tion in fishing and hunting. He was a 
member of Lodge No. 43, F. and A. M.; 
the Sphinx Club of Lancaster; the Lan- 
easter Country Club, the Fortnightly Club, 
and the Cliosophic Literary Society. Al- 
though interested deeply in community 
service, Dr. Cramer’s first concern was for 
his congregation, of which he was a de- 
voted and faithful pastor. He organized 
the four Guilds of the Church, a Boy Scout 
Troops, and was specially interested in 
developing religious education in his 
Church School. Keenly alive to the need 
of worshiping the Lord “in the beauty of 
holiness,” Dr. Cramer magnified the value 
of music and the enrichment of worship 
and was particularly impressive in the 
conduct of his services. His sermons were 
thoughtful and edifying and of a progres- 
sive theological viewpoint, which he cour- 
ageously maintained. Few ministers have 
served longer pastorates than he. 

Through the Diffenbach Home, which 
came to the First Reformed Church sev- 
eral years ago as a gift, Dr. Cramer was 
able to do a very unusual and gratifying 
service to many deserving aged people. 

As a tribute to his service and attain- 
ments, Franklin and Marshall College con- 
ferred upon Dr. Cramer the degree of Doc- 
tor of Divinity in 1921. At various times 
he served on Church commissions, and was 
elected President of the Eastern Synod in 
1927, when it met in his Church, 

Dr, Cramer is survived by his wife and 
two children, W. Stuart, Jr., in the Junior 
class at Franklin and Marshall, and Julia 
Margaret, a Senior in the Shippen School. 
His mother; a sister, Mrs. Marcus Brown, 
of New York, and a brother, Victor C. 
Cramer, of Detroit, Mich., also survive. 


The funeral services were held Nov. 10, 
in the First Reformed Church, which was 
thronged with members of his congrega- 
tion, nearly 125 ministers of the Reformed 
and other Churches, who attended in a 
body, members of his college fraternity 
and other organizations. The service was 
conducted by Dr. George W. Richards, 
president of the Theological Seminary, as- 
sisted by Dr. Henry H. Apple, president of 
Franklin and Marshall College, and Dr. 
H. M. J. Klein, of the college faculty. 
The hymn, “Jesus, I Live to Thee,” writ- 
ten by Dr. Henry Harbaugh on the table 
in Dr. Cramer’s study, was sung by the 
congregation. There was no sermon, by 
special request, and the members of the 
Consistory were the honorary pall-bearers. 
The interment was held privately in the 
Greenwood Cemetery, Lancaster. 
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“ANNA L. DURHAM 


Miss Anna L. Durham, for 49 years as- 
sociated as a graduate nurse with Dr. 
Nevin Detrich, died Monday morning at 
9 o’clock in the Friends Hospital, Frank- 
ford, Philadelphia, of pnumonia, after an 
illness of a few days. In the passing of 
Miss Durham, Waynesboro, Pa., has lost 
one of its most accomplished and admired 
citizens, 

St. Paul’s Church will miss her greatly. 
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Lithographed Christmas 
Folders 


For Announcements of Services or Pastor’s Letter 


These illustrations are reduced in size, they give 
only a plain one-color outline of these attractive 
Folders. They are lithographed in five colors from 
designs of religious art. 

Folders are sent flat, in blank form, so that any 
local printer can insert in space provided the de- 
sired name and address of the Church and print on 
the inside pages a suitable Greeting, a Program, or 
a combination of both. 

These Folders are coming more and more into use 
as Christmas Programs and as a Christmas Greeting 
from the Pastor to his Congregation. The larger 
size is often used as a bulletin. 


Prices—-Plain without printing, Style 172 or No. 
169 or No. 129. Size, 534 x 6%, flat; no envelopes. 


TOO GODICS Mares ays. eosters cue Feats eerie $0.75 

DOO WODRGS pices he cig soke steerage cesar yess Oa 3.00 
T6000 “Copied (Oe ee ee 5.00 
Style No. 165 or No. 128—Larger. Size, 8% x 11, 

flat. 

100: COP 1S a Sarena sucvarwroee ator teste ete ae $1.50 

500 A COples iemrvels sce isaestc repens seers 6.00 
L000 wCopies eee. © nets Mcud sheik clan 10.00 


We furnish these Folders PRINTED. Send your 
own copy for Pastor’s Greeting, Christmas Program 
or whatever you wish printed on inside of Folder. 


Prices INCLUDE Folders (No Envelopes). 
Styles No. 172, No. 169, No. 129—Small size. 


250: (Or A Pereira cree ate ack xterm $ 7.50 
500. LOE Reems tons ata aire erica atens anes ote wets 9.50 
L,QOQ for aie Peete csners: cra sic crise tse elenaaatt eae 14.00 


Styles No. 165, No. 128—Large size. The price of 
this printing will be according to the length of your 
copy and the size of type we will have to use. 


250 AROS: , SAS $10.00 up to $12.75 
DO OMLOTS « crepes ee soy ce tatevauers 13.50 up to 17.50 
T000 SLOT. scayenra st ieee wrecks 19.00 up to 24.00 


Printing includes name of Church on page 1, and 
any copy on pages 2 and 3. Printing on page 4 
extra. 


TE ERS 


No. 172 


Style No. 172—Size, 53/4 x 67/4 flat. 

Style No. 165—Same design as No. 
172, larger; size 8/2 x 11 flat. 

Style No. 129—Size, 534 x 67% flat. 

No. 128—Same design, larger; size, 
8144 x 11 flat. 


BETHLEHEM FOLDER 


Supplied flat (not scored or folded) 
ready for your printed or written mes- 
sage. Size, 67/4 x 6 inches. Envelopes 
to match. Price, postpaid, $1.50 per 
100; $15.00 per 1,000. 

Without envelopes, $1.25 per 
$12.50 per 1,000 postpaid. 


100; 


No. 169 


Style No. 169—Size, 
5% x 6% flat. Design 
lithographed entire width 
of folder. Space on re- 
verse side of folder fou 


printing. 


Board of Christian Education of the Reformed Church in the United States 


1505 Race Street : 


: : Philadelphia, Pa. 


She was a staunch and valued aid to the 
Church and to Dr, Detrich, in all their 
Church work that required aid, financially 
or otherwise. It can be said she wrought 
most beautiful articles for the Church, 
which won the admiration of all, and in- 
sured success. Nature was full of beauty 


for her, and bird life full of inter 
watching so they never wanted for | 
or water. a: 

Her passing was not only a sad los: 
Dr. Detrich, but a dear friend e 
had the love of many, 


